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Elections in the Senate

The state is divided into 33 senatorial
districts and one senator is elected from
each district to represent its citizens. In
Tennessee, senators are elected to four-
year terms with those from even-
numbered districts elected in the same
general election. Senators representing
odd-numbered districts are elected two
years later. Thus, about half of the 33
senators are standing for election at the
same time. [Each senator represents
roughly 180,000 Tennesseans.
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New Senators
106th General Assembly

Tim BARNES
OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Address: 974 Dixie Bee Rd.
Adams 37010

Date of Birth: 12/28/58

Marital Status: Married
Occupation: Attorney

Political Preference: Democrat

Religious Preference: Presbyterian

Education: B.A., Harding University; J.D., University
of Arkansas Law School

Organizational Affiliations: Member: Clarksville-
Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce;
Clarksville-Montgomery County Bar Association;
First Presbyterian Church; Cheatham County
Chamber of Commerce. Board Member:
I(\:/Iontgomery County Chapter, American Red
ross.

Counties Represented: Cheatham, Houston, and
Montgomery — 22nd Senatorial District.

MIKE FAULK
OF HAWKINS COUNTY

Address: 1001 Darby Ct.
Kingsport 37660

Date of Birth: 9/10/53
Marital Status: Single
Occupation: Attorney

Political Preference: Republican
Religious Preference: Baptist

Education: B.S., University of Tennessee (Martin);
Master's Degree, M.P.A. and J.D., Memphis State
University

Organizational Affiliations: Member: Holston
Valley Sportsman Club; National Rifle Association.

Counties Represented: Union, Hawkins, Hancock,
Grainger, Jefferson, Claiborne — 4th Senatorial
District.

DOLORES GRESHAM
OF FAYETTE COUNTY

Address: 3515 Country Club Rd.
Somerville 38068

Date of Birth: 7/16/42
Marital Status: Married

Occupation: Farmer; United
States Marine Corps (Retired)

Political Preference: Republican
Religious Preference: Roman Catholic

Education: B.A., Incarnate Word College; M.S.A,,
George Washington University; M.A., Loyola, New
Orleans

Organizational Affiliations: Member: Fayette
County Chamber of Commerce; Oakland Regional
Chamber of Commerce; Tennessee Firearms
Association; Hardeman County Right to Life;
Fayette County Foster Care Review Board; Fayette
County Forestry Association; Tennessee Farm
Bureau; Tennessee Right to Life. Past Director:
Southwest  Tennessee  Community  College
Foundation; Fayette Haywood Enterprise
Community; Local Workforce Investment Board;
National Cattlewomen’s Association; Tipton County
Heart to Heart. Past President: Fayette Cares;
Tennessee Cattlewomen’s Association; Fayette
County Chamber of Commerce. Life Member:
National Rifle Association; National Skeet Shooting
Association. Honors and Awards: C.P. Boyd Award
WestStar, 2000; Citizen of the Year Fayette
County, 2000. Member of the House of
Representatives: 103rd, 104th, and 105th General
Assemblies.

Counties Represented: Chester, Crockett, Fayette,
Hardeman, Hardin, Haywood, McNairy, and Wayne
— 26th Senatorial District.



DouG OVERBEY
OF BLOUNT COUNTY

Address: 1105 N. Heritage Dr.
Maryville 37803

Date of Birth: 12/11/54
Marital Status: Married

Occupation: Attorney at Law

Political Preference: Republican

Religious Preference: Episcopal

Education: B.A., Magna Cum Laude, Carson-
Newman College, 1976; J.D., University of
Tennessee College of Law, 1979.

Organizational Affiliations: Member: Blount
County Chamber of Commerce; United Way of
Blount County; Kiwanis Club of Maryville;
American, Tennessee, Knoxville, and Blount
County Bar Associations. Board Member:
Blount County Children’s Advocacy Center; A
Secret Safe Place for Newborns of Tennessee.
Commissioner: Blount County Board of County
Commissioners, 1982-1990. President:
Tennessee County Commissioners Association,
1989-1990. Awards and Honors: Tennessee
Silica Justice Coalition’s 2006 Award of
Appreciation; Tennessee Physical Therapist
Association’s 2006 State Legislator Award;
Tennessee  Hospital Association’s 2004
Community Service Award for Public Service;
Recipient of Tennessee Fire Service Coalition’s
2004 Life Safety Award; 2004 Outstanding
State Representative by the County Officials
Association of Tennessee; Named “Legislative
Champion” for 2004 by the Tennessee
Association of Retired Persons; 2003 Legislator
of the Year, Tennessee Association of Utility
Districts; Order of the Coif at UT College of
Law, 1979; Graduate of the Year, Roosevelt
Inn, Phi Delta Phi, UT College of Law, 1979;
Rotary International Foundation Scholarship,
1975. Member of House of Representatives:
102nd, 103rd, 104th, and 105th General
Assemblies.

Counties Represented: Blount and Sevier — 8th
Senatorial District.

ERIC STEWART
OF FRANKLIN COUNTY

Address: 300 Bobby Holt Ln.
Belvidere 37306

Date of Birth: 12/6/72
Marital Status: Married

Occupation: Insurance
Agency Owner

Political Preference: Democrat
Religious Preference: Baptist
Education: Austin Peay State University

Organizational Affiliations: Member: Franklin County
Chamber of Commerce; Organizing Member of
Franklin County Drug Court Advisory Board; Kappa
Sigma Fraternity; Mason. Former Franklin County
Commissioner; Former Franklin County Democratic
Party Executive Committee; Former Fayetteville/
Lincoln County Rotarian.

Counties Represented: Bledsoe, Coffee, Franklin,
Grundy, Sequatchie, Van Buren, and Warren —
14th Senatorial District.

KEN YAGER
OF ROANE COUNTY

Address: 111 McNew Dr.
Harriman 37748

Date of Birth: 1/5/47
Marital Status: Married

Occupation: Assistant Professor;
Assistant Broker

Political Preference: Republican
Religious Preference: Baptist

Education: J.D., University of Memphis, 1977; M.S.,
University of Tennessee (Martin), 1972; B.A.,
University of Tennessee (Martin), 1969

Organizational Affiliations: Member: Roane County
Historical Society; Chambers of Commerce of Dayton,
Spring City, Campbell, Fentress, Morgan, Roane, and
Scott Counties; Gideons; Southgate Lodge No. 569
F&AM. Life Member: Roane County Humane
Society. Board Member: Roane County Rescue
Squad; Roane County Heritage Commission. Board
Member and Former Chair. Community Reuse
Organization of East Tennessee; Mideast Community
Action Agency. President-Elect: Civitan International.

Counties Represented: Campbell, Fentress, Morgan,
Rhea, Roane, and Scott — 12th Senatorial District.




Senate Leadership
106th General Assembly

Ron Ramsey
Lieutenant Governor and Speaker

Republican Leadership
Mark Norris, Leader
Diane Black, Caucus Chair
Jack Johnson, Caucus Secretary

Mae Beavers, Caucus Treasurer

Democratic Leadership
James F. Kyle, Leader
Roy Herron, Caucus Chair
Doug Jackson, Vice Chair

Andy Berke, Secretary / Treasurer

Temporary Seating of the Senate
106th General Assembly
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The Senate Chamber

Located in the northeast corner of the Capitol,
this chamber measures 34 feet, eight inches by 70
feet, three inches, and is 40 feet high. The walls are
ornamented with eight lonic pilasters which are
three feet wide and project six inches from the wall.
They are crowned by a full entablature which is
seven feet, one and three-quarter inches high. The
ceiling is divided into radiating panels, or lacunae.
The room is lit by eleven large windows on the east
and north sides. On the north, west, and south
sides is a gallery measuring ten feet, nine inches in
width. The railing to the visitors gallery is made of
cast iron, and has a spear and shield pattern on it.
The gallery is supported by twelve unfluted lonic
columns, three feet, five-and-a-half inches in
circumference, by ten feet, three inches in height.

The column shafts are of red variegated marble,
the bases of black, and the capitals of white marble.
The architraves were formerly of white and red
marble. These marbles were principally obtained in
Hawkins County, and are strikingly beautiful.

The gasolier has been electrified, but is original.
In it are seen two of Tennessee’s chief antebellum
cash crops, corn and tobacco, as well as one of our
former game animals, the elk.

Originally, the chamber had an eight-day
marble-faced clock on the west wall. Two fireplaces
helped heat the chamber. These were on the north
and south walls. Their openings have been
plugged, but are visible behind the modern press
booths. The lobby of the Senate was formed by
eight heavy sofas placed between the columns to
the rear of the chamber. They were veneered with
oak. The draperies were originally a fine silk and
worsted damask, with 160 yards used in the
chamber. The cornices above them were of gilded
wood. The original window glass was made near
Knoxville. The Speaker’s dais was originally made
of East Tennessee marble. However, it was
removed in the 1950s in a remodeling of the
chamber.

James A. Hoobler

For more information on the
Tennessee General Assembly,
visit our website at:

http://lwww.capitol.tn.gov

Published by:
Office of the Chief Clerk
The Senate
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