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SENATE BILL 2241
By Gilbert

AN ACT  to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 29, Chapter
18, Part 1, relative to the methods of serving summons in
forcible entry and detainer actions.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 29-18-115, is amended by adding

the following new subsection:

( )  In addition to the methods set out in subsections (a) and (b) of this section, an

action under the provisions of this chapter may be commenced by the sheriff of the

county in which the action is brought, or such sheriff’s deputy, personally serving a copy

of the summons and affidavit upon the defendant.  If the sheriff is unable to serve the

defendant personally, service may be had by delivering the summons and the affidavit to

any adult who is residing on the premises or, if after reasonable effort no such person is

found residing on the premises, by posting a copy of the summons and affidavit on the

door of the premises and, on the same day of such posting, by sending by first-class

mail a copy of the summons and affidavit to the defendant at his last known address, if

any, and making an entry of this action on the affidavit filed in the case.

SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect July 1, 1996, the public welfare requiring it.


