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by deleting all language after the enacting clause and by substituting instead the following:

Section 1.  It is the intent of the general assembly to amend Tennessee Code

Annotated, Section 17-2-118, to prohibit the election of a special or pro tempore judge in

circuit, criminal or chancery courts of this state by the lawyers present in the court.

Section 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 17-2-118, is amended by

deleting the section in its entirety and substituting the following:

Where a judge finds it necessary to be absent from holding court, such

judge may designate as special judge:

(1) a duly elected or appointed judge of any inferior court; or

(2) a full-time officer of the judicial system under the judge’s

supervision whose duty it is to perform judicial functions, such as a

juvenile referee, a child support referee or clerk and master, who is a

licensed attorney in good standing with the Tennessee Supreme Court.

Such judicial officer shall only serve as special judge in matters related to

their duties as a judicial officer.

Section 3.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare

requiring it.


