TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FISCAL NOTE

HB 1861 - SB 1978

February 7, 2020

SUMMARY OF BILL: Specifies that the permanent license for sport fishing, hunting,
and trapping, currently available to residents of Tennessee who are 65 years of age or older, is
also available for procurement by individuals anytime in the calendar year in which any such
person turns 65 years of age.

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT:

State Revenue — Net Impact — Not Significant/Wildlife Resources Fund

Increase State Expenditures - $306,800/FY20-21 and Subsequent Years/
General Fund

Assumptions:

This legislation will allow a percentage of individuals who are 64 years of age to
purchase a senior citizen permanent hunting/fishing license (Type 166 license), whereas,
under current law, you must be 65 years of age.

According to the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA), over the past five
years, an average of 8,905 Type 166 licenses have been sold per year.

It is assumed that 75 percent of licenses are sold to individuals who turned 65 years of
age in the previous calendar year.

Approximately 6,679 individuals will purchase these licenses one year earlier (8,905 x
75%).

Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 70-1-206, the Fish and Wildlife Commission may
promulgate rules and regulations to adjust fees for licenses and permits. The Type 166
license cost is $50.

The average Type 166 license holder purchases approximately $26.52 in additional
permits (e.g. WMA permits, special season permits, quota hunts, etc.), for a total spend
per Type 166 licensee of $76.52 ($50 + $26.52).

According to the TWRA, the average individual purchasing a license prior to purchasing
a Type 166 license spends approximately $122.45.

A decrease in state revenue to the Wildlife Resources Fund (WRF) in FY20-21 and
subsequent years of $306,766 [6,679 x ($122.45 - $76.52)].

Tenn. Code Ann. 8 70-2-104(f) requires the TWRA to be reimbursed for any lost
revenue resulting from the issuance of a free or partially-discounted combination
hunting and fishing license.
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e Reimbursement in the full amount will be paid from the General Fund to WRF; the net

impact to the WRF will be not significant.
¢ The total increase in state expenditures from the General Fund is estimated to be

$306,766 in FY20-21 and subsequent years.

CERTIFICATION:

The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Krista Lee Carsner, Executive Director
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