TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FISCAL NOTE

HB 126 — SB 347

February 27, 2019

SUMMARY OF BILL: Requires the Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC)
to create a baccalaureate degree for veterans who have retired with 20 years of service. Requires
that each institution of higher education that offers a baccalaureate degree program to award the
degree to such veterans. Exempts 20-year retired veterans pursing any other baccalaureate
degree offered at an institution of higher education from the requirement of earning an American
History credit. Authorizes THEC, each state university board of trustees, and the Board of
Trustees for the University of Tennessee to promulgate rules to effectuate the purposes of this
legislation.

Requires the act to take effect July 1 immediately following the date on which the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) approves the degree created by THEC without
losing the institutions' SACS accreditation.

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT:

NOT SIGNIFICANT

Assumptions:

e The proposed legislation would only take effect upon SACS approval of the degree
created by THEC; therefore, there would be no significant impact on state institutions of
higher education that offer a baccalaureate degree program.

e Awarding THEC’s degree would not require additional instructional cost.

e Exempting 20 year retired veterans from the required American history credit will not
result in a fiscal impact for higher education institutions that offer a baccalaureate degree
program as total credit hour requirements are not being changed.

e The proposed legislation will not result in a significant impact on state or local
government.
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CERTIFICATION:

The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

Krista Lee Carsner, Executive Director
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