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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 1332

By Crowe

A RESOLUTION to express support for the Hidden Heroes
program, honoring our military and veteran
caregivers.

WHEREAS, since World War Il, the series of wars and conflicts in which our nation has
been engaged has resulted in 5.5 million military and veteran caregivers who are parents,
spouses, siblings, and friends caring for those wounded, ill, or injured individuals who have
served our nation, as documented by the 2014 RAND study conducted by the Elizabeth Dole
Foundation; and

WHEREAS, the daily tasks of these military and veteran caregivers can include bathing,
feeding, dressing, and caring for the grievous injuries of wounded warriors, administering
medications, providing emotional support, caring for the family and the home, and working
outside the home to earn essential income; and

WHEREAS, the nation provides multi-faceted support to our wounded, ill, and injured
veterans and service members through public, private, and philanthropic resources, but their
caregivers receive little support or acknowledgement; and

WHEREAS, most military and veteran caregivers consider the challenging work they do
as simply carrying out their civic and patriotic duty, without realizing they are, in fact, caregivers,
and do not identify themselves as such; and

WHEREAS, according to research, an alarming number of military and veteran
caregivers suffer from numerous debilitating mental, physical, and emotional effects as a result

of their caregiving duties; and
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WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly wish to recognize and honor the
Hidden Heroes program, which provides vital services and support to our State's veterans and
their caregivers; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING, that we express our support of the Hidden Heroes program and urge the State
of Tennessee to identify military and veteran caregivers who reside in our communities and
determine the unique challenges they face.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we urge the planning of annual observances or
resource fairs to recognize our military and veteran caregivers in partnership with the Elizabeth
Dole Foundation's national Hidden Heroes campaign and connect caregivers with local
resources.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we encourage all who care for and support veterans
and service members to extend that support to their caregivers.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we encourage each community to have a designated
point of contact, from either the public or private sector, who can connect with citizens and
organizations that want to offer support as well as with caregivers who need support.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we urge the Commission on Aging and Disability and
the Department of Veterans Services to use the Elizabeth Dole Foundation's Military Caregiver
Experience Map to understand the stages of the military caregiver journey and use it as a tool to
encourage community understanding and support.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared
for transmittal to the Executive Director of the Commission on Aging and Disability and the

Commissioner of the Department of Veterans Services.
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