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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 1264

By Crowe

A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Dr. Willie J. Malone of
Elizabethton.

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of
the passing of Dr. Willie J. Malone; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Malone was an exemplary public servant and consummate professional
who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his fellow citizens in numerous
capacities; and

WHEREAS, one of Carter County's best basketball players, he won the 1959-1960
Watauga Conference scoring title and led his high school basketball team, the Hampton High
Bulldogs, to earn the TSSAA State Title in 1960; and

WHEREAS, he went on to play basketball for East Tennessee State University, where
he was appointed team captain in 1965 and voted the Ohio Valley Conference Best Defensive
Player his sophomore year; and

WHEREAS, Willie Malone entered optometry school and subsequently opened his own
practice in Elizabethton in 1969; and

WHEREAS, a pastor for many years, he preached his first message at the Bethel Faith
Center in Elizabethton in 1976; always ready to learn and strengthen his faith, he traveled to
Egypt and other countries to further his studies; and

WHEREAS, in 1988, after years of research and interviews with former teammates, Dr.
Malone wrote a book titled Buck VanHuss the Legend, all about his former basketball coach,
Walter "Buck" VanHuss; and

WHEREAS, a beloved and well-respected member of his community, Dr. Malone was

known for his dedication, hard work, and caring heart; and
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WHEREAS, he was deeply devoted to his family, and he always endeavored to remain
true to family values of the highest order; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Malone will be lovingly remembered by his wife, Jane Elizabeth Malone;
his children, Kristi, Kimber, and John; his grandchildren, Greenlee, Bailey, Riley, Natasha, Moe,
and Peyton; his brothers, Doodle and Bud; and a host of other family and friends; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Malone leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in
public life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his chosen
endeavors; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to
remember the bountiful life of this exceptional public servant and human being; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING, that we honor the memory of Dr. Willie J. Malone, reflecting fondly upon his
impeccable character and his stalwart commitment to living the examined life with courage and
conviction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences
to the family of Dr. Malone.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared
for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy and upon proper request made to
the appropriate clerk, the language appearing immediately following the State seal appear

without House or Senate designation.
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