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by deleting all language after the enacting clause and substituting instead the following: 

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 49-6-2203(d)(3), is amended by 

deleting the first sentence of the subdivision and substituting instead: 

In addition to the finished textbooks and instructional materials required to be 

filed with the secretary of the commission, publishers shall make all textbooks and 

instructional materials proposed for adoption available for inspection by LEAs and the 

public online, which may include access via the state textbook depository's website. 

SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 22, is amended by 

adding the following language as a new section: 

(a)  An LEA may use English language arts (ELA) textbooks and instructional 

materials approved for local adoption by the state board for students in grades 

kindergarten through two (K-2) to provide ELA instruction for students in the third grade 

if the commissioner of education grants the LEA a waiver pursuant to § 49-6-2206. 

(b)  The commissioner shall grant an LEA a waiver for purposes of subsection (a) 

if the third grade ELA textbooks and instructional materials for which the LEA submits a 

waiver received a passing score in the initial review or re-review of the 2019 ELA 

textbook and instructional materials adoption cycle on at least as many indicators as 

other ELA textbooks and instructional materials that were approved for local adoption by 

the state board, or for which the commissioner granted a waiver. 

(c)  The commissioner shall accept and consider waiver requests submitted by 

LEAs pursuant to this section through December 31, 2020, or a later date determined by  
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the commissioner.  The commissioner shall post the deadline for LEAs to submit a 

waiver request for purposes of this section on the department's website, and shall 

include the deadline in any waiver-related communications made by the department to 

LEAs. 

 SECTION 3.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 22, is amended by 

adding the following language as a new section: 

The commission shall maintain independence from the department of education.  

The department's role in the textbook adoption process is strictly limited.  The 

department shall not perform any duties as part of the textbook adoption process other 

than the duties specifically assigned to the department in §§ 49-6-2201 – 49-6-2203. 

 SECTION 4.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 49-6-2201(l)(1)(A), is amended by 

deleting the language ", through its chair,". 

 SECTION 5.  Sections 1 and 4 of this act shall take effect August 1, 2020, the public 

welfare requiring it.  All other sections of this act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the 

public welfare requiring it. 


