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by deleting all language after the caption and substituting instead the following: 

 WHEREAS, suicide is the second-leading cause of death among college and university 

students in the United States, and is the third-leading cause of death for Tennesseans aged 

eighteen to twenty-four; and 

WHEREAS, the Advisory Council of the Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network has 

established the Tennessee Higher Education Suicide Prevention Task Force to unite colleges 

and universities throughout Tennessee toward the goal of suicide prevention, with appointed 

members including delegates from the Tennessee Higher Education Commission as well as 

public and private colleges and universities throughout the State of Tennessee; and 

WHEREAS, following the 105th General Assembly's passage of the Jason Flatt Act of 

2007, and the 110th General Assembly's passage of the Kenneth and Madge Tullis, MD, Suicide 

Prevention Training Act in 2017, to establish awareness programs specific to elementary and 

secondary school stakeholders and to further develop information and resources to assist in the 

training of mental health and substance abuse professionals across this State, the 111th 

General Assembly finds it further necessary to encourage the same of Tennessee's higher 

education community and stakeholders; now, therefore,  

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 1, is amended by 

adding the following as a new section: 

(a)  Each state institution of higher education shall develop and implement a 

suicide prevention plan for students, faculty, and staff.  The plan must be developed in 

consultation with campus mental health professionals and suicide prevention experts.   
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The plan must identify procedures related to suicide prevention, intervention, and 

postvention.  

(b)  Each state institution of higher education may seek assistance in developing 

a suicide prevention plan from an organization that engages in a variety of initiatives to 

improve crisis services and advance suicide prevention, such as the Tennessee Suicide 

Prevention Network or a successor organization, and may seek information from such 

an organization for information on the development of training programs pursuant to § 

63-1-125(c)(1).  

(c)  Each state institution of higher education shall provide the suicide prevention 

plan to students, faculty, and staff at least one (1) time each semester.  

SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2019, the public welfare requiring it. 


