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by deleting all language after the enacting clause and substituting instead the following:

SECTION 1. The commissioner of mental health and substance abuse services, in
accordance with the commissioner’s applicable duties under Tennessee Code Annotated 8§ 63-
1-403, shall convene a working group to examine the potential impact of authorizing advance
practice nurses and physician assistants in Tennessee to prescribe buprenorphine containing
products for the treatment of opioid use disorder and any potentially appropriate clinical settings
for any such prescribing authority. The working group shall include at least one (1)
representative from the Tennessee department of health, the Tennessee department of mental
health and substance abuse services, the Tennessee bureau of investigation, the Tennessee
Association of Chiefs of Police, the Tennessee Medical Association, the Tennessee Nurses
Association, the Tennessee Academy of Physician Assistants, the Tennessee Society of
Addiction Medicine, the Tennessee Recovery Coalition, the Tennessee Association of Alcohol,
Drug, and Other Addiction Services, the Tennessee Association of Mental Health Organizations,
Neighborhood Health, and Watauga Recovery Centers.

SECTION 2. Any costs associated with participation in the working group shall be borne
by the individual participants or their respective associations or organizations and not by the
state of Tennessee, except for those who are employed by this state. In no event shall this
working group require the hiring of additional staff by this state.

SECTION 3. No later than February 1, 2019, the working group shall submit a report
regarding its findings and recommendations to the commissioner of mental health and

substance abuse services, the commissioner of health, the health committee of the house of
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representatives, and the health and welfare committee of the senate, at which time the working
group shall cease to exist.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring
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