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SUMMARY OF BILL:      Limits persons who may solemnize marriages to all regular 

ministers, preaches, pastors, priests, rabbis, and other spiritual leaders of every religious belief 

who are over the age of 18.  Clarifies that any marriage entered into by license regularly issued 

at which a public official of the state officiated prior to July 1, 2016, shall be valid and in 

compliance with the law of the state. 

 

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT: 

 
NOT SIGNIFICANT 

 

 Assumptions: 

 

 Pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-3-301, all regular ministers, preachers, pastors, 

priests, rabbis and other spiritual leaders of every religious belief, who are over the age 

of 18, and all members of the county legislative bodies, county mayors, judges, 

chancellors, former chancellors and former judges of this state, former county executives 

or county mayors of this state, former members of quarterly county courts or county 

commissions, the Governor, the Speaker of the Senate and former Speakers of the 

Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives and former Speakers of the House 

of Representatives, the county clerk of each county, former county clerks of this state 

who occupied the office of county clerk on or after July 1, 2014, federal judges, and the 

mayor of any municipality in the state may solemnize the rite of matrimony.  

 Revising the number of individuals who may solemnize the rite of matrimony will have 

no fiscal impact on state or local government. 

 

CERTIFICATION: 

 
 The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
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