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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 471  

By  Overbey 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Ross Summitt of Sevier 

County. 

 WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of 

the passing of Ross Summitt; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Summitt was an exemplary public servant and consummate 

professional who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his fellow citizens in 

numerous capacities; and 

 WHEREAS, Ross Summitt served with acumen and alacrity as chairman of the board at 

Sevier County Bank, in which position he earned the respect of his customers and employees 

alike for his work with the institution over the course of sixty-seven years, having started out as 

a cashier in 1949; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Summitt contributed greatly during his time at Sevier County Bank, 

serving as both president and chairman of the board before retiring as president in 2009 and 

then as a director in 2012; and 

 WHEREAS, during Ross Summitt's illustrious career with the Sevier County Bank, he 

oversaw the implementation of numerous innovations, including the first night depository and 

drive-thru teller window, as well as the first fully networked and encrypted ATMs in Sevier 

County; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Summitt also led the formation of Sevier County Bancshares, Inc. in 

1984, and presided over the institution for twenty-five years, becoming integral to its property 

acquisition, planning, design, and construction; he was also responsible for the opening of the 

Sevier County Bank headquarters in May of 2006; and 

 WHEREAS, Ross Summitt held numerous positions with the Tennessee and 

Independent Bankers Association, and was honored for his work with the group; and 
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 WHEREAS, committed to the betterment of his community, Mr. Summitt financed three 

miles of sidewalk in Pigeon Forge and made Sevier County Bank the only local bank to 

participate in the funding syndication of the 1982 World's Fair in Knoxville, all in hopes that it 

would ultimately benefit neighboring Sevier County; and 

 WHEREAS, Ross Summitt was among the founding members of the Sevierville 

Chamber of Commerce, which was initially formed to bring jobs and industry to the area; and 

 WHEREAS, he also served as treasurer for the Sevierville Lions Club and Smoky Bowl; 

a charter shareholder of Sevier Farmers Cooperative; a long time member of American Legion 

Post 104; and a trustee and treasurer of Shiloh Memorial Cemetery; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Summitt's prolific career with the Sevier County Bank was preceded by 

graduation from business college and laudable service with the U.S. Navy, for which he served 

all over the world, ferrying planes as a navigator and later hunting submarines in the 

Consolidated PBY Catalina "flying boat"; and 

 WHEREAS, by the time Ross Summitt was honorably discharged in 1945, he had 

worked his way up to the rank of chief petty officer; and 

 WHEREAS, originally a resident of Monroe County, Mr. Summitt began his banking 

career in Sweetwater after graduating from high school; and 

 WHEREAS, later in life, Ross Summitt also enjoyed farming and breeding Tennessee 

Walking Horses.  His horse, Midnight Copy J, ridden by his daughter, Mary, won an amateur 

World Grand Championship and circled Neyland Stadium for the University of Tennessee's 

homecoming in 1981; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Summitt was an active and devout member of Sevierville's First United 

Methodist Church, which he served faithfully for many years, having chaired the building 

committee for the church's new sanctuary; and 

 WHEREAS, Ross Summitt was also deeply devoted to his family, and he always 

endeavored to remain true to family values of the highest order; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Summitt enjoyed the loving companionship of Mae Kimbrough, with 

whom he spent sixty years making Sevier County their home.  He was the proud parent of Joe 
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Jim Summitt, R.B. Summitt II, Mary Summitt, and Jo Anne Williams; and loving grandfather of 

four grandchildren and three step-grandchildren; and 

 WHEREAS, Ross Summitt leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in 

public life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his chosen 

endeavors; and 

 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to 

remember the bountiful life of this exceptional public servant and human being; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED NINTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that we honor the memory of Ross Summitt, reflecting fondly upon his 

impeccable character and his stalwart commitment to living the examined life with courage and 

conviction. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences 

to the family of Mr. Summitt. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


