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HOUSE RESOLUTION 37

By Holt

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend the University of
Tennessee at Martin Men’s Rodeo Team upon
being named the 2014 National Intercollegiate
Rodeo Association National Champion.
WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should salute those
teams that, through their extraordinary efforts and great service to the people of Tennessee,
have made significant contributions to the State’s rich heritage; and
WHEREAS, one such group is the University of Tennessee at Martin (UTM) men’s rodeo
team, which recently won the College National Finals Rodeo to become the 2014 National
Intercollegiate Rodeo Association (NIRA) National Champion; and
WHEREAS, started in 1968 under the faculty sponsorship of Dr. N. W. Robinson, the
rodeo team has qualified for and competed in the NIRA College National Finals Rodeo every
year since 1974; and
WHEREAS, the team has enjoyed numerous successes in the past, including being
named Ozark Region Men’s Champion twenty-nine times and Ozark Region Men’s Reserve
Champion twelve times since 1973; individuals from the UTM team have won three National All-
Around Cowboy titles, five Individual National Championship Year End titles, and two Individual
Event Championship titles; and
WHEREAS, this win marks the first ever NIRA National Team Championship for UTM;
this team is the first from a college east of the Mississippi River to win this title; and
WHEREAS, the members of this championship team are Tyler Waltz, Will Lummus,
Clark Adcock, John Alley, Tanner Phipps, and Colt Kitaif; and
WHEREAS, they enjoy the unfailing leadership of Head Coach John Luthi, who was
voted Ozark Region Coach of the Year and NIRA Coach of the Year for 2014, and Assistant
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Coach and Head Athletic Trainer Nelson Davis, who received the Tennessee Athletic Trainers’
Society College Athletic Trainer of the Year award for 2014; and

WHEREAS, the members of the University of Tennessee at Martin Men’s Rodeo Team
epitomize all that is good in today’s student-athlete, as they achieved a premier level of success
in competition while exhibiting the highest degree of character in all aspects of life; and

WHEREAS, the perseverance, determination, work ethic, and talent of this group of
young men not only made possible a championship season, but also surely bode well for their
future success; and

WHEREAS, the UTM Rodeo Team will host the 47™ Annual UT-Martin College Rodeo at
the Ned Ray McWherter Agricultural Complex on April 9-11, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly find it appropriate to pause in their
deliberations to acknowledge and applaud the members of this team for their outstanding
performance at the national level; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED
NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we hereby honor and
commend the University of Tennessee at Martin Men’s Rodeo Team upon winning the College
National Finals Rodeo to become the 2014 National Intercollegiate Rodeo Association National
Champion, applaud the rodeo program for its distinguished traditions and its dedication to
maintaining and enriching the heritage of the State of Tennessee, and extend to it our best
wishes for every future success.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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