TENNESSEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FISCAL MEMORANDUM

FISCAL REVIEW COMMITTEE

HB 1407 — SB 1496

January 28, 2014

SUMMARY OF ORIGINAL BILL.: Authorizes handgun carry permit holders to
carry a firearm in any state, county, or municipal park or other recreation area. Declares this
authorization to take precedent over any ordinance or resolution adopted by a local government
entity that prohibits or regulates the possession, carrying, or storage of a firearm or ammunition
within or on the premises of any such park or recreation area. Declares that no city, county, or
metropolitan government shall occupy any part of the field of regulation of the transfer,
ownership, possession or transportation of firearms, ammunition or components of firearms or
combinations thereof.

CORRECTED FISCAL IMPACT OF ORIGINAL BILL:
Increase State Expenditures - $38,200/One-Time

Other Fiscal Impact — There may be additional expenditures for some local government
entities if insurance premiums for civil liability increase; however, any such impact is
dependent upon multiple unknown factors and cannot be reasonably quantified.

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT (011684): Deletes all language after the
enacting clause. Authorizes handgun carry permit holders to carry a firearm in any state,
county, or municipal park or other recreation area. Declares that this provision shall not apply
to the current prohibition from carrying weapons on school property pursuant to Tenn. Code
Ann. § 39-17-1309. Declares this authorization to take precedent over any ordinance or
resolution adopted by a local government entity that prohibits or regulates the possession,
carrying, or storage of a firearm or ammunition within or on the premises of any such park or
recreation area. Declares that no city, county, or metropolitan government shall occupy any part
of the field of regulation of the transfer, ownership, possession or transportation of firearms,
ammunition or components of firearms or combinations thereof.

FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL WITH PROPOSED AMENDMENT:

Other Fiscal Impact — There may be additional expenditures for some local
government entities if insurance premiums for civil liability increase; however, any
such impact is dependent upon multiple unknown factors and cannot be reasonably
guantified.
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Assumptions for the bill as amended:

According to the Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC), the amended
language of the bill is sufficient to eliminate the increased expenditures for signage that
was estimated for the original bill.

According to the Department of Safety and Homeland Security, there should be no
impact to the handgun permit unit of the Department.

According to the County Technical Assistance Service, this bill as amended could cause
the liability insurance premiums for counties to increase.

According to the Municipal Technical Assistance Advisory Service, insurance premiums
for local municipalities could increase as a result of increased civil liability for injuries.
Liability insurance premiums for local education agencies could increase because some
schools utilize city parks for school functions.

The fiscal impact to local governments is dependent upon several unknown factors,
including but not limited to, the extent to which handgun carry permit holders begin
carrying handguns into parks and recreation areas where they are currently prohibited by
local ordinance or resolution, the extent to which any incidents may occur in these parks
and recreation areas, the extent to which local education agencies utilize these local
government parks and recreation areas, the extent to which civil liability may increase
(if any) for the applicable local government entities, and the extent to which insurance
premiums may rise for local governments as a result of any actual or perceived increased
liability. Given the extent of unknown factors, determining a precise fiscal impact to
local governments is difficult and is not quantifiable.

CERTIFICATION:

The information contained herein is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

/rnc

DG

Lucian D. Geise, Executive Director
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