SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 529

By Overbey

A RESOLUTION to recognize the achievement of Mayor Don Mull
of Alcoa in completing his third trek of the Smoky
Mountain Trails.
WHEREAS, unique individuals from everyday walks of life accomplish phenomenal feats
exemplifying near super-human physical and mental endurance abilities; and
WHEREAS, one such phenomenal feat is the completion of hiking all the trails in the
Smoky Mountains; and
WHEREAS, at seventy-eight years old, Alcoa Mayor Don Mull walks to stay fit and has
completed hiking all the trails in the Smoky Mountains for the third time, a total of 1,700 miles;
and
WHEREAS, his love of hiking is not dampened by inclement weather; at one point he
and his friends hiked Mount LeConte when there was two feet of ice on the ground, requiring
them to wear crampons, and on the other side, there was eighteen to twenty inches of snow for
two to three miles down Trillium Gap; and
WHEREAS, Don Mull’s dedication to hiking causes him to wake up early in the morning
and use a headlamp for the first part of the hike in the cool hours of the morning before the sun
rises; and
WHEREAS, Mr. Mull is fearless in facing the wildlife he encounters along the trails,
including rattlesnakes and bears, and less dangerous creatures like elk, deer, and wild hogs;
and
WHEREAS, he is now eligible for the coveted membership in the 900 Mile Club, and

intends to apply with necessary paperwork and maps of completion to make it official; and
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WHEREAS, it is fitting that personal achievements such as those that have been made
by Mayor Don Mull should receive the attention and recognition of leaders of his community and
of leaders of this State; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED EIGHTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE that we honor Mayor Don Mull for his excellent
accomplishment in completing his third trek of the Smoky Mountain Trails and his dedication to
the outdoor beauty of our State.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared for

presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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