HOUSE BILL 462
By Lamberth

SENATE BILL 581

By Haile

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Section
39-14-210, relative to power of governmental
agencies working with victimized animals.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-14-210, is amended by deleting
subsections (f) and (g) in their entireties and by substituting instead the following:

(f) Upon seizure by law enforcement, custody of any animal victimized under this
part shall be placed with any governmental animal control agency, law enforcement
agency, or their designee. The governmental animal control agency, law enforcement
agency, or their designee shall assist the animal and preserve evidence for prosecution.

(g) Any governmental animal control agency, law enforcement agency, or their
designee into whose custody any animal victimized under this part is placed, may
petition the court requesting that the person from whom the animal is seized, or the
owner of the seized animal, be ordered to post security. The security shall be in an
amount sufficient to secure payment of all reasonable expenses expected to be incurred
by the governmental animal control agency, law enforcement agency, or their designee
in caring and providing for the animal pending disposition of the criminal charges.
Reasonable expenses include, but are not necessarily limited to, the estimated costs of
veterinary care and treatment for the animal as well as the estimated costs of boarding
and otherwise caring for the animal. The amount of security shall be determined by the
court after taking into consideration all of the facts and circumstances of the case. If the
posting of security is ordered pursuant to this subsection (g), then the governmental
animal control agency, law enforcement agency, or their designee may draw from the

security the actual costs incurred in caring and providing for the seized animal pending
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disposition of criminal charges. If the person from whom the animal is seized is the
owner of the animal and the person has not posted the security ordered pursuant to this
subsection (g) within ten (10) business days following the issuance of a security order,
the animal shall be deemed to have been abandoned and shall be forfeited to the
governmental animal control agency, law enforcement agency, or their designee for
disposition in accordance with reasonable practices for the humane treatment of
animals. However, if the person from whom the animal was seized is not the owner of
the animal and the person has not posted the court-ordered security within fifteen (15)
days, the court shall order the governmental animal control agency, law enforcement
agency, or their designee to make all reasonable efforts to determine who the owner of
the animal is and to notify the owner of the pending proceeding. No animal shall be
deemed to have been abandoned and forfeited to the governmental animal control
agency, law enforcement agency, or their designee until reasonable attempts to
determine and notify the owner have been made. If the owner of the animal cannot be
located after reasonable efforts or the owner is located and notified but does not post,
within ten (10) business days, the court-ordered security plus the costs reasonably
incurred by the governmental animal control agency, law enforcement agency, or their
designee for housing and caring for the animal since its seizure, the animal shall be
deemed to have been abandoned and shall be forfeited to the governmental animal
control agency, law enforcement agency, or their designee for disposition in accordance
with reasonable practices for the humane treatment of animals. Nothing in this
subsection (g) shall be construed to prevent the voluntary, permanent relinquishment of
any animal by its owner to a governmental animal control agency, law enforcement
agency, or their designee in lieu of posting security. The voluntary relinquishment has
no effect on the outcome of the criminal charges.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2013, the public welfare requiring it.
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