SENATE BILL 2497
By Niceley

HOUSE BILL 2462

By Lollar

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49,
relative to student testing.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 6, is amended by
adding the following language as a new, appropriately designated section:
49-1-6__.

(@) The general assembly finds that the public, and particularly parents of public
school students, need assurance that achievement tests and end of course
examinations administered to public school students are aligned with the curriculum
taught and that such tests accurately measure achievement of students. To achieve this
goal, an independent body should be created to review the tests annually and to
determine whether the tests are appropriate measures of learning that will produce
results accurately measuring students’ performance.

(b)

(1) There is created the test review board. The test review board shall be
comprised of five (5) members to be appointed as follows:

(A) The governor shall appoint two (2) members;

(B) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
(1) member;

(C) The speaker of the senate shall appoint one (1) member; and

(D) The state board of education shall appoint one (1) member.
(2) Members of the board shall be familiar with the public school

curriculum of this state and testing techniques.
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(3) The terms for all initial members shall begin on July 1, 2014. In order
to stagger the terms of office of the members, the initial member appointed by
the speaker of the house of representatives and one (1) of the governor’s initial
appointees shall serve two-year terms. The other initial appointees shall serve
four-year terms. Members may serve no more than two (2) consecutive terms.

(4) If a vacancy occurs on the board, except by reason of expiration of
term, the person or entity making the original appointment shall fill the vacancy
for the remainder of the term.

(c) The test review board shall review annually the achievement tests
administered to public school students in grades kindergarten through eight (K-8) and
end of course examinations administered to public high school students. The board
shall determine whether the tests are properly aligned to the curriculum taught in the
grade and subject area tested and whether the tests produce accurate measurements of
student performance. The board shall determine whether the tests are objective
measures of student learning. The tests shall not contain subjective questions.

(d) The member appointed by the state board of education shall call the first
meeting of the board at which the member shall elect the chair of the board.

(e) Members of the test review board shall receive no compensation for their
services, but shall be entitled to reimbursement for travel expenses incurred in the
performance of their official duties, in conformity with the comprehensive travel
regulations as promulgated by the department of finance and administration and
approved by the attorney general and reporter.

(f) The test review board may employ staff needed for the board to accomplish
the task assigned to it. The department shall provide office space, furnishings and other
support to the board and its staff, as needed. The board shall be attached to the

department for administrative purposes only.
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(1) Each member of the test review board and its staff shall take an oath
before assuming office or beginning duties that the person shall not divulge any
information concerning the contents of any test to any person not on the board or
a member of the board’s staff before, during or after the review process or in any
way jeopardize the security of a test.

(2) Any member of the test review board or its staff that divulges any
information concerning the contents of any test or jeopardizes the security of a
test in violation of subdivision (g)(1) commits a Class A misdemeanor.

(h) The meetings of the test review board shall not be open meetings under title
8, chapter 44, part 1.

(i) The test review board shall produce a report on each test reviewed stating its
findings and conclusions concerning whether the tests are aligned with the curriculum,
accurately measure achievement of students and are objective measures of student
learning. The board shall file each report with the commissioner of education.

SECTION 2. The board is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate
the purposes of this act. All such rules and regulations shall be promulgated in accordance with
Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 4, Chapter 5.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014, the public welfare requiring it.
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