SENATE BILL 2231
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HOUSE BILL 2456

By Coley

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 49;
Title 63; Title 68 and Title 71, relative to care for
the uninsured.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 68, Chapter 1, Part 1, is amended by
adding the following as a new section:
(a)

(1) On or before January 1, 2015, the commissioner of health is directed
to develop a plan for a network of providers and health agreements, as
appropriate, to facilitate individuals who are not eligible for medical assistance
and who are otherwise lacking health insurance to utilize clinics associated with
local health departments as the foundational provider of primary care before such
individuals seek care at a hospital-based emergency room for nonemergent care,
a hospital generally, or specialist care. Clinics shall be available to provide
primary care services in the county of the enrollee's residence or in the region
governed by any joint district health department which contains that county. The
plan shall establish standards for access to such services offered by local health
departments.

(2) Public colleges of medicine or medical schools in each grand division
shall enter into agreements with local health departments within each school's
grand division in order to provide additional resources and health care providers

to the local health departments for providing enhanced services as needed.
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(b) Subject to appropriations of funds, the department of health shall provide
grants and other financial assistance to local health departments for initiating or
operating clinics that provide adult primary care service in order to expand the number of
clinics that provide such services.

(c) For the purposes of this section, "local health department" means a county
health department, a joint district health department, or a metropolitan health department
with which the department of health contracts for services.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2014, the public welfare requiring it.
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