HOUSE BILL 1833

By CarrJ

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 2,

Chapter 13; Title 2, Chapter 17; Title 2, Chapter 3;
Title 2, Chapter 5; Title 2, Chapter 7 and Title 2,
Chapter 8, relative to primary elections.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 2-8-113, is amended by deleting
subsection (a) in its entirety and by substituting instead the following:
(a)

(1) On the fourth Thursday after a primary election, the state coordinator
of elections shall publicly calculate and compare the votes received by each
person and declare who has been nominated for office in the primary or elected
to the state executive committee. The candidates who receive more than fifty-
percent (50%) of the votes shall be declared elected or nominated; provided, that
in order for any person to receive a party nomination by write-in ballots, such
person must receive a number of write-in votes equal to or greater than five
percent (5%) of the total number of registered voters of the district. However, this
section shall not apply where there are candidates for the office involved listed on
the official ballot.

(2) If no candidate receives more than fifty-percent (50%) of the votes,
then the coordinator of elections shall set a runoff election between the two (2)
candidates who received the highest number of votes in the primary election.
The runoff election shall be held on the second Tuesday after the coordinator of

elections sets a runoff election. On the fourth Thursday after a runoff election

held pursuant to this subdivision (a)(2), the state coordinator of elections shall
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publicly calculate and compare the votes received by each person and declare
who has been nominated for office in the primary election runoff election. The
candidate who receives the highest number of votes shall be declared
nominated.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect December 31, 2015, the public welfare requiring

it, and shall apply to all elections occurring on or after such date.
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