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SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS (006442, 004895, 006798, 
007276):  Amendment 006442 deletes the language of the original bill; 
creates a new Class C misdemeanor, subject only to a fine not to exceed $50 
and court costs not to exceed $10, for the offense of transmitting or reading 
written messages (text messaging) on a hand held mobile telephone or a 
personal digital assistant while operating a motor vehicle on any highway; 
exempts certain law enforcement personnel and emergency management 
personnel from the offense of text messaging while driving; requires the 
Department of Transportation to utilize the permanent overhead informational 
displays located throughout the state to provide periodic messages to the 
motoring public that text messaging while driving is against the law in 
Tennessee.  Amendment 004895 expands the offense of texting while driving 
to include such offenses committed on any public road in addition to offenses 
committed on highways; adds provision to original bill stating that the motor 
vehicle must be in motion to constitute a violation.  Amendment 006798 
classifies the offense of text messaging while driving to be a non-moving 
violation and requires that no points be assigned to a driver’s record.  
Amendment 007276 makes a technical correction. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT OF ORIGINAL BILL: 
 
 (CORRECTED) 
 Increase State Revenue - $41,600/Recurring 
 Increase State Expenditures - $21,000/One-Time 
 
 Increase Local Revenue - $2,200/Recurring 

Increase Local Expenditures – Not Significant 
 
 

FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL WITH PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 

 
 Increase State Revenue - $41,600/Recurring 
 Increase State Expenditures - $10,500/One-Time 
 
 Increase Local Revenue - $2,200/Recurring 

Increase Local Expenditures – Not Significant                 
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 Assumptions applied to amendment: 

 
• The Department of Safety (DOS) projects an average of 10 violations per 

day state-wide, or approximately 3,650 per year. 
• DOS estimates the average fine for this offense to be $15. 
• Twenty percent will not be able to pay fine due to indigence. 
• Local government receives five percent of fine revenue as commission. 
• The increase to recurring state revenue is estimated to be $41,600 per 

year (3,650 x $15 x 80% x 95% = $41,610). 
• The increase to recurring local government revenue is estimated to be 

$2,200 per year (3,650 x $15 x 80% x 5% = $2,190). 
• According to DOS, three departmental systems would require 

programming changes.  Such changes will allow the Department to 
maintain records for determining the number of offenses committed over 
time.  The one-time increase to state expenditures for computer and 
software modifications is estimated to be $10,500. 

• Any increase to local government expenditures for enforcement is 
considered not significant.   
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