SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 654

By Southerland

A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Dr. John Harrison Kinser
of Hamblen County.

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of
the passing of Dr. John Harrison Kinser; and

WHEREAS, a legend in his community, Dr. Kinser was an exemplary public servant and
consummate professional who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his fellow
citizens in numerous capacities; and

WHEREAS, he served with acumen and alacrity as a physician in Hamblen County, in
which position he earned the respect and admiration of his patients and the people of Hamblen
County alike for his medical ability and his compassionate disposition; and

WHEREAS, those who knew Dr. Kinser speak often of his intellect and his commitment
to the community; Hamblen County Mayor David Purkey said, “Dr. Kinser’s legacy in this
community will be one of service”; and

WHEREAS, John Kinser was born in Athens on October 13, 1927, and his sharp mind
became apparent when he graduated from McMinn High School at the young age of sixteen; he
continued in his pursuit of education, earning a degree from the University of Tennessee at
Knoxville and graduating from medical school at the University’s Memphis campus in 1950
when he was only twenty-two years old; and

WHEREAS, while attending college, John Harrison Kinser was joined in holy matrimony
to his beloved wife of sixty-one years, Mary C. “Betty” Campbell; this blessed union produced
four children, Kay Senter, Vicki S. Kinser, Brenda K. Johnson, and the late John H. Kinser Jr;
and

WHEREAS, Dr. Kinser’s daughter, Morristown Councilmember Kay Senter, said that,
when asked why he became a doctor, her father would sometimes say that he started out to be
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an attorney but got in the wrong line; anyone who knew Dr. Kinser, however, knew that the true
drive behind his career decision was his unconditional compassion for people; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Senter explained how her father's compassion grew within him as a
young child growing up on a farm; young John Kinser would often witness animals suffering
from iliness or injury, and his discomfort at their pain propelled him into a life that was driven by
a desire to alleviate the suffering of others; and

WHEREAS, upon completing medical school, Dr. Kinser worked as the first-ever intern
at St. Mary’s Hospital in Knoxville; though he was an intern at the time, he established St.
Mary’s first emergency room and effectively doubled the number of hospitals in the area that
offered emergency rooms; and

WHEREAS, this ability to incite change and offer innovative ideas served Dr. Kinser well
throughout his life, making him a man remembered for his cutting-edge ideas and his keen
ability to effectively implement them; and

WHEREAS, during his service years with the United States Air Force, Dr. Kinser was
placed in charge of conducting physicals on all the new recruits; when the number of recruits
became overwhelming, the resourceful doctor drew from his experience at St. Mary’s and
created a type of triage system similar to that which he had employed in the emergency room;
and

WHEREAS, after rising to the rank of Major and receiving his honorable discharge in
1953, John Kinser came to Morristown and began his medical practice at what was then known
as Nabor’s Clinic; in the beginning, he made house calls for three dollars per visit and even
carried the traditional black doctor’s bag from home to home; and

WHEREAS, Representative John Litz remembers a time when Dr. Kinser would care for
his grandparents, arriving on horseback to make his house calls; this was before Dr. Kinser
purchased a blue and white Ranchero that became a familiar vehicle in the Morristown
community; and

WHEREAS, within a few years of beginning his medical practice in Morristown, Dr.
Kinser became the driving force behind the 1995 construction of Morristown-Hamblen Hospital,
which is now known as Morristown-Hamblen Healthcare System; Dr. Kinser was an esteemed

member of the staff there until he took his much deserved retirement in 2003; and
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WHEREAS, Dr. Kinser operated in compliance with what he referred to as the “three cs
of a hospital,” which included compassion, caring, and competency; to him, a hospital was not
simply a place to treat aches and pains or to eliminate symptoms, but also a place where people
needing reassurance could find it and where the whole person was treated; and

WHEREAS, even when he was working in the new hospital’s emergency and operating
rooms, John Kinser continued with what had become a busy family practice; while keeping up
with his duties at the hospital and maintaining his family practice, Dr. Kinser stood as the
hospital’s Chief of Staff and Chairman of the General/Family Practice Department, and he was
also a founding member of the Lakeway Medical Society; and

WHEREAS, a leader in his community and in the medical field alike, Dr. Kinser served
for several terms on the Morristown-Hamblen Hospital Board of Directors; he also gave of his
time and many talents as an active member of a number of other hospital committees and
professional organizations, including standing as Medical Director for the LifeCare Center in
Morristown and the Ridgeview Terrace Long-Term Care Facility in Granger County, which he
also helped to found; and

WHEREAS, having delivered 1,000 babies during his career, Dr. Kinser was honored
several years ago when Morristown-Hamblen Hospital appropriately dedicated a room in its
Women’s Center in his honor; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Tom Thompson of University of Tennessee Surgical Associates, a friend
and colleague of Dr. Kinser, said that Dr. Kinser “certainly became such a part of Morristown
and the Lakeway Area in such a way that it’s difficult to imagine it without him”; and

WHEREAS, in addition to his active practice and his thriving hospital career, Dr. Kinser
took on the role of County Medical Examiner in 1964, when the position was created, becoming
Hamblen County’s first Medical Examiner; he continued to serve in the position until his death;
and

WHEREAS, Dr. Kinser was also esteemed for his diagnostic ability, as his patients were
continually impressed by his ability to diagnose, even over the phone, what sometimes takes
specialists days of testing to identify; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Kinser is also remembered for his empathy and compassion; County

Coroner Eddie Davis, a patient and colleague of Dr. Kinser, spoke to this point, saying, “It didn’t
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matter if it was a prisoner in the jail or someone on the top of Crockett’s Ridge, he loved them
all. He treated them all the same and admired and respected them all”; and

WHEREAS, his many professional and civic contributions aside, John Kinser was deeply
devoted to his family, and he always endeavored to remain true to family values of the highest
order; and

WHEREAS, he was the proud and loving grandfather of three grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren; Eddie Davis described Dr. Kinser's commitment to his family, saying, “He
was so proud of his family and loved them like no one else could”; and

WHEREAS, Dr. John Kinser leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in
public life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his chosen
endeavors, and his passing has created a sizeable hole in his community, where his absence is
deeply felt; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the
bountiful life of this exceptional public servant, physician, and human being; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SIXTH GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING, that we honor the memory of Dr. John Harrison Kinser, reflecting fondly upon
his impeccable character and his stalwart commitment to living his life with courage and
conviction and his many strengths and abilities that he used to make his community, this State,
and our nation better places.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences
to the family of Dr. John Harrison Kinser.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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