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By deleting Section 1 in its entirety and by substituting instead the following. 

 SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 37-2-205(f), is amended by 

deleting it in its entirety and hereby substituting the following language: 

(f) 

 (1) 

 (A)  In order to enhance communication between the department 

of children’s services and juvenile court judges across the state, the 

department shall provide to the juvenile court judge(s) for each county a 

report which includes: 

 (i) The number of commitments to state custody for 

dependent and neglected children, unruly children, and delinquent 

children for the previous twelve (12) month period by county. 

 (ii) The statewide average commitment rate per thousand 

youth based on the latest county population data as provided by 

the department of health. 

 (B) The report shall be provided to judges on a semiannual basis 

and shall also be made available on the department’s website. 

     (2)  The department may initiate a collaborative planning process at the 

time a county's commitment rate is believed to be likely to exceed two hundred 

percent (200%) of the statewide average commitment rate.  Upon request of the 

court, the department shall partner with the court to develop and implement 

strategies to address any factors contributing to higher commitment rates in such 

county. 
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 (3)  On or before February 1 of each year, the department of children’s 

services shall provide to the select committee on children and youth a report of 

county commitment data for the previous calendar year and a description of 

actions taken as part of the collaborative planning process. 


