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AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated
Title 4, Chapter 3, Part 2 regarding the
commissioner of agriculture’s authority
to adopt rules.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated Section 4-3-203 is amended by adding the
following as a new subsection (10):

() (a) Promulgate rules and regulations necessary to effectuate the purposes,
duties and responsibilities of the department. Such rules and regulations shall be promulgated
in accordance with the provisions of the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title
4, chapter 5, except as otherwise provided by law.

(b) The enactment of a federal declaration of an extraordinary emergency or
issuance of an emergency federal order or similar federal enactment that relates to the spread
of plant or animal disease, the spread of pests from state to state, the protection of the food or
feed supply, or that otherwise relates matters generally regulated by the Department shall be
deemed to constitute sufficient evidence of an immediate danger to the public health, safety or
welfare of such a nature to justify the enactment of emergency rules for purposes of § 4-5-
208(a).

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring
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