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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 173
By Graves

A RESOLUTION To honor and recognize Derrick Christopher,
2001 Salutatorian of Hendersonville High
School.

WHEREAS, It is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to pay
tribute to those students who through their natural talents and unflagging commitment to
academic excellence have distinguished themselves in the classroom; and

WHEREAS, Derrick Christopher is one such exceptional student who was recently
named Salutatorian of the 2001 graduating class at Hendersonville High School; and

WHEREAS, Through diligent study, steady composure during examinations, and
steadfast commitment of time and talent, Derrick has achieved outstanding academic success,
and has joined the ranks of the best and brightest students in Tennessee and our country; and

WHEREAS, In his remarkable high school career, Mr. Christopher has earned an
exemplary 3.8 grade point average, which translates as a weighted 4.883 GPA; and

WHEREAS, Derrick is an outstanding math student, having placed second in the Region
and fifth in the State Algebra | competition; fourth in the Region in the Algebra Il competition;
fourth in the Region, fourth in Mid-State, and eighth in the State in Geometry competition;
second in the Region, second in Mid-State and seventh in the State in Advanced Topics |. He

was selected as one of the top fifty math students out of a field of 450 in his Junior year and
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placed in the top five from a field of 650 participants in first round competition in the University of
Tennessee Math Competition in his Senior year; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Christopher received honorable mention recognition in the History
Competition at Western Kentucky University and wrote a published book with his classmates
about Hendersonville's war veterans entitled Hendersonville's Greatest Generation in his Junior
year; and

WHEREAS, Derrick received four gold medals in the Mid-State Olympiad and three gold
medals and one bronze medal at the State Science Olympiad in his Freshman and Sophomore
years; he was on the first Hendersonville High team ever to attend the Science Bowl and
reached the quarterfinals in the competition; and

WHEREAS, Derrick Christopher has been listed in Who's Who Among American
Students in Science and Music for three years; he attended the Governor's School for Health
Sciences as one of a field of twenty students from the entire state; and

WHEREAS, in addition to his academic achievements, Derrick has become an
accomplished saxophone player, enjoys soccer, basketball, tennis and hockey, and surfs the
Internet; and

WHEREAS, Derrick Christopher's display of intellectual aptitude and ambition surely
bodes well for his future success; and

WHEREAS, Derrick’s noteworthy achievement is a tremendous source of pride for his
parents, Alex P. and Chandra C. Christopher, his school, and his community; and

WHEREAS, Derrick Christopher’s dedication to excellence is clearly deserving of the
respect, admiration, and commendation of this legislative body; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED SECOND GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CONCURRING, That we hereby honor 2001 Hendersonville High School Salutatorian, Derrick
Christopher, on his impressive academic achievement, and extend to him our best wishes for a

happy, successful future.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.
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