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Filed for intro on  03/25/2002

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 767
By  Bone

A RESOLUTION to recognize Harold Ray Patton on the occasion
of his retirement from the Wilson Farmers Co-
op.

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the members of this General Assembly should honor

those estimable citizens who, in their years of work, have performed with uncommon devotion

and enthusiasm; and

WHEREAS, Harold Ray Patton is one such person who throughout his professional

career has demonstrated the greatest probity and integrity in all his chosen endeavors; and

WHEREAS, after thirty-three years of steadfast and meritorious service, he retired as the

Manager of the Wilson Farmers Co-op in Lebanon on March 1, 2002; and

WHEREAS, Harold Patton joined the Tennessee Farmers Cooperative’s (TFC)

management training program on September 1,1958, and subsequently served in inventory

control at TFC headquarters in LaVergne; and

WHEREAS, because of his extraordinary dedication and work ethic, Mr. Patton was

soon promoted to the position of Buyer on TFC’s Hardware Department Staff; and
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WHEREAS, after eleven years of astute service at the cooperative regional level, Harold

Ray Patton began his admirable career as the Manager of the Wilson Farmers Co-op on

January 1, 1969; and

WHEREAS, at Mr. Patton’s encouragement, the Wilson Co-op’s Board of Directors

authorized the purchase of a 9-1/2-acre tract to replace its cramped and out-of-date facilities,

constructing a bulk fertilizer building on the site in 1970 and a 4,500-square-foot showroom in

1973; and

WHEREAS, he tirelessly led the Wilson Farmers Co-op to unparalleled levels of

excellence; during his years of distinguished service as Manager, the Wilson Farmers Co-op

annual sales volume increased from $700,000 to $8 million; the business also earned

recognition as one of the best co-ops in Tennessee for its diverse and high quality products,

professional services, outstanding customer service, and expert advice; and

WHEREAS, Harold Ray Patton exemplifies the spirit and allegiance to family and

community that are characteristic of a true Tennessean; and

WHEREAS, he is an active and devout member of the Shop Springs Baptist Church,

where he faithfully serves as the Musical Director and as a Deacon; and

WHEREAS, Harold Patton plans to spend his much deserved retirement traveling with

his beloved wife, Lynda Bass Patton, and enjoying the companionship of his daughter and son-

in-law, Kim and Brian Tuggle; his son and daughter-in-law, J. Anthony (Tony) and Mona Patton;

and his grandchildren, Cole Patton, Jessica Patton, and Kristin Tuggle; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Patton will also continue to raise his superb Chiangus and registered

Angus cattle, participate in cattle shows and sales, and work in his garden; and

WHEREAS, although Harold Ray Patton has retired as manager, his imprint on the

Wilson Farmers Co-op will indelibly remain; he leaves behind a legacy of astute and innovative

leadership and the foundation for future growth and prosperity; and

WHEREAS, he has served the Wilson County Farmers Co-op and its employees and

customers with distinction; his wisdom and insight will be greatly missed; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor Harold Ray Patton for his honorable service as the

Manager of the Wilson Farmers Co-op, commend him on thirty-three years of professional

excellence, and applaud his commitment to his family and his community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we extend to Harold Patton our best wishes for a

happy and fulfilling retirement and every continued success in his future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


