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Filed for intro on  05/07/2001

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 349
By  Walker

A RESOLUTION To honor the memory of Senator Raymond
Shadden and his wife, Evelyn Shadden.

WHEREAS, It was with great sadness and a profound sense of loss that the members of

this General Assembly learned of the death of our most trusted and valued colleague, Senator

Raymond Shadden of Crossville and his loving wife, Evelyn Shadden; and

WHEREAS, Senator Shadden was a dedicated and proficient legislator who represented

the good people of the 12th Senatorial District with the utmost acumen, probity, and integrity

during the 85th-89th General Assemblies (1967-1977); and

WHEREAS, Wholly committed to the admirable precepts of public service, he also

served in the House of Representatives during the 77th General Assembly (1951-1953), and he

had most skillfully guided the City of Crossville as its Mayor (1960-1964); and

WHEREAS, A gentleman who had earned the universal respect of his colleagues and all

other people involved in the legislative process, Senator Shadden eschewed the gridlock of

partisan politics and worked alongside members of both parties to make Tennessee a better

place to live, work, and raise a family; and
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WHEREAS, Raymond Shadden was truly a man of the people; he was as friendly to and

respectful of his constituents as he was of his colleagues, and his commitment to the health and

prosperity of his fellow citizens was truly exemplary; and

WHEREAS, A respected and valued member of the Senate Commerce and Labor

Committee, he demonstrated his dedication by compiling a perfect attendance record during his

estimable tenure on the committee; and

WHEREAS, Possessing a deep commitment to excellence and equality in education,

Senator Shadden sponsored legislation for the Weldon School System in support of special

education; and

WHEREAS, The fruits of his labor are evident today in the existence of the Tennessee

Technology Center; and

WHEREAS, From 1967-1974, Senator Shadden ably served this Body as a member of

the Joint Advisory Committee on Legislative Facilities, which oversaw the construction of the

Legislative Plaza; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his praiseworthy service in the General Assembly, Raymond

Shadden was a dedicated servant of the Republican Party and served with probity as the

Campaign Manager for Republican Presidential nominee, Thomas Dewey in 1948; he had also

distinguished himself through his astute service as Chairman of the Cumberland County

Republican Executive Committee; and

WHEREAS, Born in the Morgan County town of Catoosa, he attended school in

Wartburg; and

WHEREAS, He subsequently rendered an admirable term of service as a Staff Sergeant

in the United States Army during World War II; and

WHEREAS, He received numerous honors and commendations for his courageous

service in the European Theater, including three Overseas Bars; an EAME Theater Ribbon;

three Bronze Stars; and the Combat Infantry Badge; and
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WHEREAS, He was a devout and valued member of the Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, Even though he enjoyed the many years he spent serving his fellowman,

the greatest joy of Raymond Shadden's life was coming home to his wife, Evelyn, and their

children; the true essence of a homemaker, Evelyn was the stabilizing factor in the Senator's

world of politics; and

WHEREAS, Too numerous to list are the words needed to describe Mrs. Shadden, but

the word "devoted" aptly defines her life; she was "devoted" to her God, her husband, and her

children in every meaning of the word; and

WHEREAS, Throughout the Shaddens' exemplary marriage of 56 years, Evelyn

Shadden was steadfast in her loyalty, compassion, and, especially, her love for Raymond; their

life together provided an example to follow and a legacy to remember for their grateful family;

and

WHEREAS, As we reflect upon Raymond and Evelyn Shadden’s deaths, we are

saddened by both the loss we have experienced personally and by the fact that Tennessee will

be a poorer place without them; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we honor the memory of our colleague, Senator Raymond Shadden and

his loving wife, Evelyn Shadden, remembering Senator Shadden's indelible legacy of astute

public service and Mrs. Shadden's unwavering commitment to her home, husband, and family.

Their lives were distinguished by purpose and accomplishment and they will be sorely missed.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


