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by deleting all of the language after the enacting clause and by substituting instead the

following:

SECTION 1.  The commissioner of agriculture is hereby urged, in consultation with the

Tennessee forestry commission, to study alternative cost recovery methodologies relative to

providing forest protection services on private forestland.  If such study is undertaken, the

methodologies studied shall include, but shall not be limited to, fees, fire protection property

taxes, severance taxes, yield taxes, and other options that recover costs incurred by the

department from the prevention, detection, and suppression of forest fires.

SECTION 2.  If such study is undertaken, the commissioner of agriculture shall submit

findings and recommendations to members of the house conservation and environment

committee, the house agriculture committee, the senate environment, conservation and tourism

committee, and the senate commerce, labor and agriculture committee by January 15, 2003.

SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring

it.


