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SUMMARY OF BILL:     Requires the courts of general sessions to adopt
the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure governing service of process in the
circuit and chancery courts of Tennessee.  Current law requires the sheriff,
sheriff's deputies, or constables to serve process issued by the court of general
sessions.  Under the Rules of Civil Procedure governing the service of process
in the circuit and chancery courts, any person who is not a party and is not
less than 18 years old is authorized to serve process.

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT:

Decrease Local Govt. Revenues - Exceeds $500,000

Decrease Local Govt. Expenditures - Exceeds $100,000

Assumes:
• fees collected for service of general sessions civil process by

sheriffs are estimated to exceed $3,000,000 annually.
• approximately 20% of general sessions civil process will be

served privately rather than by sheriffs under this bill
resulting in decreased local government revenues.

• the expenditures associated with serving general sessions
civil process will decrease with the reduction in the number
of papers served by sheriffs.  Sheriff's offices are not
expected to significantly reduce staffing levels.
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