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AN ACT  to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 37-1-612,
relative to confidentiality of child abuse records.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 37-1-612, is amended by deleting

subsection (a) in its entirety and by substituting instead the following:

(a)  In order to protect the rights of the child and the child's parents or other

persons responsible for the child's welfare, all records concerning reports of child sexual

abuse, including files, reports, records, communications and working papers related to

investigations or providing services; video tapes; reports made to the abuse registry and

to local offices of the department; and all records generated as a result of such

processes and reports, shall be confidential and exempt from other provisions of law,

and shall not be disclosed except as specifically authorized by the provisions of this part

and part 4 of this chapter.

SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 37-1-612, is amended by deleting

subsection (b) in its entirety and by substituting instead the following:

(b)  Except as otherwise provided in this part or part 4 of this chapter, it is

unlawful for any person, except for purposes directly connected with the administration

of this part, to disclose, receive, make use of, authorize or knowingly permit, participate

in, or acquiesce in the use of any list or name, or any information concerning a report or

investigation of a report of harm under this part, directly or indirectly derived from the
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records, papers, files or communications of the department or other entities authorized

by law to assist the department when such information was acquired in the course of the

performance of official duties.  Disclosure may be made to persons and entities directly

involved in administration of this part, including:

(1)  Department employees, medical professionals, and contract or other

agency employees who provide services, including those from child advocacy

centers, to children and families; and

(2)  The attorney or guardian ad litem for a child who is the subject of the

records.  Information shared with such persons and entities does not lose its

character as confidential.

SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring

it.


