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SENATE BILL 20
By  Cohen

AN ACT  to designate a certain segment of Interstate 40 as the
"Senator Tommy Burks Memorial Highway".

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were shocked and appalled to learn

of the untimely death of our dear colleague, Senator Tommy Burks of Monterey; and

WHEREAS, upon reflection, we wish to pay tribute to Senator Burks' memory and

bountiful life of purpose by dedicating a lasting memorial in his honor; and

WHEREAS, Tommy Burks truly epitomized the ideal of the dedicated and proficient

public servant, and he often exceeded the call of duty to ensure that his constituents and,

indeed all Tennesseans, were being well served by their government; and

WHEREAS, in addition to being a peerless public servant, Senator Tommy Burks was

also a devoted family man and a  loving husband, father and grandfather; and

WHEREAS, although his farm in Monterey was more than 100 miles from the State

Capitol, Tommy Burks made this tiring journey each day in order to spend more time with his

family and friends, and to stay close to the concerns of his constituents, almost never spending

the night in Nashville; and

WHEREAS, despite the rigors and the constraints of his daily Monterey-Nashville round-

trip, Senator Burks never failed to fulfill the duties of his office with the greatest acumen,

integrity and dedication, rarely missing, or even being late for a floor session or a committee

meeting; and
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WHEREAS, to Senator Burks, the slight inconveniences presented by his extensive

travel  were greatly outweighed by the many benefits of being able to serve the needs of his

constituents and his family equally well; and

WHEREAS, because Tommy Burks traveled so many miles in faithful service of

Tennessee’s collective well-being, this General Assembly finds it fitting to name the segment of

Interstate 40 that encompassed his daily journey to honor his memory and his indelible legacy

of outstanding public service; now, therefore,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, that segment of

Interstate Highway 40 from the eastern boundary of Davidson County eastward to the corporate

limits of the City of Crossville is hereby designated as the “Senator Tommy Burks Memorial

Highway” as a lasting tribute to this exemplary public servant, dedicated husband and father

and remarkable human being.

SECTION 2.  The Department of Transportation is directed to erect suitable markers or

to affix suitable signs designating such segment of Interstate Highway 40 as the “Senator

Tommy Burks Memorial Highway”.

SECTION 3.  The erection of such signs shall be within the guidelines prescribed by the

Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

SECTION 4.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring

it.


