Filed for intro on 04/28/1999

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 205
By Cole (Carter)

A RESOLUTION to designate a certain segment of State
Highway 400 in Carter County as the “Marie Hart Head
Highway”.

WHEREAS, from time to time, this General Assembly has seen fit to name certain
highways and roads to honor those outstanding citizens whose selfless efforts have
redounded to the great benefit of all Tennesseans; and

WHEREAS, no Tennessean is more deserving of this special recognition than the late
Mrs. Ida Marie Hart Head, who served in her community as an educator for many years; and

WHEREAS, she was born on August 19, 1921, the daughter of David Edgar Hart and
Maggie Ida Mottern; and

WHEREAS, after graduating as Valedictorian of Elizabethton High School, she
attended Milligan College and East Tennessee State College; and

WHEREAS, one year after Marie began her teaching career at Watauga Elementary
School, she married Frank Edward Head, the County Circuit Clerk of Unicoi County; who
proudly answered the call to serve his country in August of 1942. Marie proudly served as the
County Circuit Clerk for the remainder of Mr. Head's office term; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Head then returned to teaching at Watauga Elementary and later

taught from 1948-65 at Range Elementary and from 1965-69 at Central Elementary School;

and

HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 205
00553485
-1-



WHEREAS, from 1970-73, Marie served as a counselor at Happy Valley High School
and returned in 1973 to Range Elementary School as Principal, concluding her teaching career
in May 1975; and

WHEREAS, upon her retirement, Marie Head was honored at a program “This Is Your
Life, Marie Head,” which was attended by more than 400 former students, friends and family;
and

WHEREAS, Marie was active in the Range Community Club for many years; she
served as Secretary for 12 years and led the Club to district honors and state honors when the
Club received the Range Community Club of the Year Award; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Marie Head was a faithful and devout member of the Brick Christian
Church, where she taught a Homebuilder class, sang in the choir, and often led the church in
worship when the preacher was unable to do so; and

WHEREAS, in addition to her church activities, she was a valued member of the
Elizabethton Women’s Club, the American Legion Auxiliary, the Retired Teachers Association
and the Eastern Star, where she served as Worthy Matron in 1957; and

WHEREAS, Marie was a dedicated member of the Republican Party where she served
as a delegate to the State Republican Convention, attended the Republican Party National
Convention, served as Membership Chairman, as Co-Chairman of Carter County Republican
Party, and as President of the Republican Women'’s Club. She also attended several
inaugurations, including those of Governor Lamar Alexander and President Ronald Reagan;
and

WHEREAS, she also unselfishly donated her time as a volunteer at the Carter County

Memorial Hospital; and
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WHEREAS, Marie Hart Head was most appreciative of the love and support that she
shared with her husband, Frank Head; her daughter, Judy Robinson; and her two
grandchildren, Danny C. Reed and Clinton D. Reed; and

WHEREAS, as a result of her selfless contributions to improving education and making
significant changes to the Carter County community, it has been proposed by the Carter
County Commission that the segment of State Route 400 in Carter County that extends from
the Pierce Grocery Store to the Carter County-Washington County boundary be named to
honor Mrs. Marie Hart Head's august memory; and

WHEREAS, this Body most heartily concurs in this excellent proposal; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE
HUNDRED FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE
CONCURRING, that the segment of State Route 400 in Carter County that extends from the
Pierce Grocery Store to the Carter County-Washington County boundary is hereby designated
as the “Marie Hart Head Highway” as a lasting tribute to this exemplary Tennessean and highly
respected woman.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the erection of such signs shall be within the
guidelines prescribed by the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution shall become operative only if the
federal highway administrator advises the commissioner of transportation in writing that the
provision of this act shall not render Tennessee in violation of federal laws and regulations and
subject to penalties prescribed therein.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be
transmitted to the Commissioner of Transportation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolutions also be transmitted to the

family of Mrs. Head.
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