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AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 36; Title 37;
Title 38 and Title 39, relative to juvenile justice.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 37-1-159(a), is amended by deleting
subsections (a), (b) and (c) and by substituting instead the following:
(a) The juvenile court shall be a court of record; and any appeal from any final
order or judgment in a delinquency proceeding, filed under this chapter, except a
proceeding pursuant to § 37-1-134, may be made to the criminal court or court having
criminal jurisdiction which shall hear the testimony of withesses and try the case de
novo; and any appeal from any final order or judgment in an unruly child proceeding or
dependent and neglect proceeding, filed under this chapter, may be made to the circuit
court which shall hear the testimony of witnesses and try the case de novo. The appeal
shall be perfected within fifteen (15) days following the juvenile court's disposition. If a
rehearing of a matter heard by a referee is not requested or provided pursuant to § 37-1-
107(e), the date of the expiration of the time within which to request rehearing shall be
the date of disposition for appeal purposes, and the parties and their attorneys shall be
so notified by the referee. If there is a rehearing by the judge, the appeal period shall
commence the day after the order of disposition is entered.
(b) An appeal does not suspend the order of the juvenile court, nor does it

release the child from the custody of that court or of that person, institution or agency to
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whose care the child has been committed. Pending the hearing, the criminal court or
circuit court may make the same temporary disposition of the child as is vested in
juvenile courts; provided, that until the criminal court or circuit court has entered an order
for temporary disposition, the order of the juvenile court shall remain in effect.

(c) When an appeal has been perfected, the juvenile court shall cause the entire
record in the case, including the juvenile court's findings and written reports from
probation officers, professional court employees or professional consultants, to be taken
forthwith to the criminal court or circuit court whose duty it is, either in term or in
vacation, to set the case for an early hearing. When an appeal is taken from a juvenile
court's decision that involves the removal of a child or children from the custody of their
natural and/or legal parents or guardian or from the department of children's services, or
when the decision appealed involves the deprivation of a child's liberty as the result of a
finding that such child engaged in criminal activity, such hearing shall be held within sixty
(60) days of receipt of the findings and reports. In its order, the criminal court or circuit
court shall remand the case to the juvenile court for enforcement of the judgment
rendered by the criminal court or circuit court. Appeals from an order of the criminal court
or circuit court pursuant to this subsection may be carried to the court of appeals as
provided by law.

SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 37-1-159, is amended by deleting

subsection (g) and by substituting instead the following:

(g) Appeals in all other civil matters heard by the juvenile court shall be governed
by the Tennessee Rules of Appellate Procedure, as amended.

SECTION 3. If any provision of this act or the application thereof to any person or

circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the

act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to that end the

provisions of this act are declared to be severable.
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SECTION 4. This act shall take effect January 1, 2000.
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