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by deleting all language following the enacting clause and by substituting instead the following:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 36-1-113(d), is amended by

adding the following sentence to the end of subdivision (1):

If a parent whose parental rights are proposed for termination is the legal parent

of the child, as defined in §36-1-102(26), and if such parent is alleged to be

deceased, then diligent efforts must be made by the petitioner to verify the death

of such parent.

SECTION 2.  If any provision of this act or the application thereof to any person

or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or

applications of the act which can be given effect without the invalid provision or

application, and to that end the provisions of this act are declared to be severable.

SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect upon becoming law, the public welfare

requiring it.


