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AN ACT  to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 33-7-301,
relative to mental evaluations of criminal defendants.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 33-7-301, is amended by inserting at

end of subsection (a) the following:

“If the defendant gives notice that he intends to offer opinion testimony as to the mental

condition of the defendant, whether in support of a defense of insanity or for any other

purpose at a hearing, trial, sentencing hearing, or post conviction proceeding, the state

may petition the court for an evaluation pursuant to this section.  When those performing

the mental health evaluation conclude that a determination of the mental status of the

defendant cannot be adequately performed, or when evidence provided in discovery as

to mental condition presents matters which, in the opinion of the District Attorney,

necessitates further evaluation, the state may petition the court for the appointment of a

qualified mental health expert designated by the District Attorney General to conduct a

further evaluation of the defendant.  The Court shall grant the petition if the court

determines that based upon the results of the evaluation conducted pursuant to this

section, or evidence received in discovery by the state that the request for further

evaluation is reasonable and would further the interests of justice.  The Court may

determine the facility at which the evaluation is to be conducted.  The court shall order
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the further evaluation under the guidelines and provisions set forth in Tennessee Code

Annotated, Section 40-14-207.”

SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring

it.


