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HOUSE BILL 497
By Gunnels

AN ACT  to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 39, Chapter
13, Part 5 and Section 39-15-402, relative to termination of
parental rights of persons convicted of aggravated child
abuse and certain sexual offenses committed against a
child.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 39-15-402, is amended by adding

the following language as a new, appropriately designated subsection:

(  )  (1)  In addition to the penalty imposed for a violation of this section against a

child of the defendant, upon conviction, the parental rights of the defendant shall be

terminated with respect to the child against whom the offense was committed.

(2)  The appropriate district attorney shall file a petition, based on such

conviction, to terminate parental rights of the defendant with a juvenile court having

jurisdiction to terminate the rights of a parent or guardian.  The court shall terminate

such parental rights on the basis of such petition.

(3)  The defendant whose parental rights are terminated under this act shall have

a right to appeal such termination in the same manner as any other person whose

parental rights are terminated.

SECTION 2.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 39, Chapter 13, Part 5, is amended by

adding the following language as a new, appropriately designated section:
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Section __.  (a)  In addition to the penalty imposed for a violation of §§ 39-13-

502, 39-13-503, 39-13-504, 39-13-505 or 39-13-506 committed against a child of the

defendant, upon conviction, the parental rights of the defendant shall be terminated with

respect to the child against whom the offense in such sections was committed.

(b)  The appropriate district attorney shall file a petition, based on such

conviction, to terminate parental rights of the defendant with a juvenile court having

jurisdiction to terminate the rights of a parent or guardian.  The court shall terminate

such parental rights on the basis of such petition.

(c)  The defendant whose parental rights are terminated under this act shall have

a right to appeal such termination in the same manner as any other person whose

parental rights are terminated.

SECTION 3.  This act shall take effect July 1, 1997, the public welfare requiring it.


