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(Sunset termination June 2017) 

1. Provide a brief introduction to the committee, including information about its
purpose, statutory duties, staff, and administrative attachment.

The Committee for Purchase from the Blind and Other Severely Disabled was 

established to oversee a procurement program that promotes gainful employment 
among disabled citizens by setting aside certain state contacts for products and 

services to be fulfilled by qualified agencies. The committee chooses a central 
nonprofit agency to administer the program and oversees program operations much 

like a Board of Directors. According to Section 71-4-703 ( c ), the committee is 
primarily responsible for: 

a. Designating a central nonprofit agency and providing oversight of it.
b. Reviewing rules and regulations proposed by the central nonprofit

agency and promulgating the rules to implement the statute.
c. Conduct of annual evaluation of the central nonprofit agency's

activities for the purpose of assuring efficient and effective

administration of the statute.
d. Evaluating proposed pricing for goods and services and ensuring that

costs are recovered.

Because the committee includes both members from state agencies that are 
particularly relevant to its purpose and representatives from the private and nonprofit 

sectors, it seeks to facilitate good relationships between those who provide goods and 
services and state agencies that purchase them, as well as seeking direct input from 

state agencies that serve the disabled. Its role is generally to advise the central 
nonprofit agency on the best means by which all involved parties' interests are 
protected and to weigh those interests through open discussion of relevant policies 
and procedures. 

The committee's Liaison is Laura Kinard. Ms. Kinard is the projects manager of 
Community Rehabilitation Agencies of Tennessee (CMRA), which is the agency 
designated by the committee as the central nonprofit agency. The committee's 

administrative tasks are handled by Ms. Kinard and/or other CMRA staff. 

2. Provide a list of the committee members and describe how membership complies
with Section 71-4-703(a). Are there any vacancies on the committee and, if so,
what is being done to fill those vacancies.
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