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(Sunset termination June 2019) 

 
1. Please provide a brief overview of the State Energy Policy Council, including information 

about the council’s creation, statutory duties, administrative attachment, and staff. 
 
The council was created by Public Chapter 458 (2017) to advise and make 
recommendations to the Governor and General Assembly on securing, developing, and 
managing energy resources in the state and region and to serve as the central energy 
policy planning body of the state. The council is attached to the Comptroller’s Office for 
administrative purposes (budgeting, funds disbursement, application for grants and other 
revenues, audit, etc.), and a special account, the Energy Policy Development Resources 
Fund, is established in the state treasury for the council’s use. 
 
The council has no staff at this time, but the enacting statute provides that the council’s 
annual assessment of the state’s energy sector is to be facilitated by the Howard H. Baker 
Jr. Center for Public Policy at the University of Tennessee. The council thus anticipates 
that staff of the Baker Center will assist the council in meeting one or more of its 
statutory duties, which include: 

• producing an annual assessment of Tennessee’s energy sector, 
• producing an annual state energy policy plan, 
• reviewing and coordinating all state government research, education, and 

management programs relating to energy matters, 
• educating and informing the public regarding energy matters, and 
• engaging in discussions with federal government agencies to identify 

opportunities to increase domestic energy supply within the state. 
 

 
2. Provide a list of council members that have been appointed to date and describe how 

membership complies with Section 68-204-107(e), Tennessee Code Annotated. Are there 
any vacancies on the council?   
 
Please see the attached list of council members and their membership compliance with 
the statute. There are no vacancies on the council. 
 

3. Pursuant to Section 68-204-105(a), Tennessee Code Annotated, the chair of the council 
shall be appointed by the Governor from among the council’s membership and the chair 
shall call the first meeting of the council.  Has a chair been appointed, and if yes, has the 
council’s first meeting been scheduled? 
 
The chair was appointed by the Governor and the council had its first meeting on Dec. 
5th, 2018. The chair plans to schedule the next several quarterly meetings by the 
beginning of 2019. 

 



4. Is the council subject to Sunshine law requirements (Section 8-44-101 et seq., Tennessee 
Code Annotated) for public notice of meetings, prompt and full recording of minutes, and 
public access to minutes?   

 
Yes, the council is subject to the Sunshine law requirements. Attached are copies of the 
council’s public notice of its first meeting.  Digital notice was posted on the state website 
(https://www.tn.gov/meetings.public-meetings.html) and physical notice was posted in 
the Cordell Hull Building. 
 

5. Section 68-204-109, Tennessee Code Annotated, created a special account in the state 
treasury known as the Energy Policy Development Resources Fund.  The Comptroller of 
the Treasury is authorized to disburse moneys to the council for the development of a 
comprehensive state energy policy plan and to offset administrative expenses.  Has the 
council requested any fund disbursements?  If yes, please provide additional information 
about each request. 

 
To date, council members have requested travel cost reimbursements for the first meeting 
and Comptroller’s office has requested reimbursement for expenses related to the lunch 
provided for members.  Details of the requested reimbursements are attached. 

 
6. What policies does the council have in place to address potential conflicts of interest by 

council members, staff, and employees? 
 

Each council member has been asked to complete a conflict of interest form as required 
by the statute.  The Comptroller’s Office will hold these statements on file.  To date, two 
of the 14 conflict of interest statements have been completed and returned. 

 
7. Describe any items related to the council that require legislative attention and your 

proposed legislative changes. 
 
To date, no legislative attention is required to address the council’s operation. 
 

8. Should the council be continued?  To what extent and in what ways would the absence of 
the council endanger the public health, safety or welfare of Tennessee citizens?  
 
Yes, the council has just begun its work and should continue.  
 
The enacting statutory language for the council describes the importance of long-term, 
coordinated planning to protect, develop, and ensure access to Tennessee’s energy 
resources, which are critical to the future health, safety, and livelihoods of its citizens.  
The council -- through the knowledge and expertise of its members, representing a broad 
spectrum of energy areas across the state – is uniquely situated to bring together the 
information, trends, issues, and recommendations for state leaders to address to ensure 
the state’s continued ability to meet the energy needs of its citizens. 

https://www.tn.gov/meetings.public-meetings.html
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ENERGY POLICY COUNCIL DESIGNEES / APPOINTEES – Tenn. Code Ann. §68-204-104 

 

Designees / Appointees  Name / Title Organization Contact  Information Other 
GOVERNOR     

(a)(1) Governor or Designee (Ex Officio) Molly Cripps (Designee) 
Asst. Commissioner 

TDEC Office of Energy Programs  
 

Tennessee Department of Environment & 
Conservation 

Molly.cripps@tn.gov 
615.741.2994 (office) 
615.253.1945 (direct) 

TDEC Office of Energy Programs 
312 Rosa L. Parks Avenue 

TN Tower, 2nd Floor 
Nashville, TN 37243 

 

(a)(2)(A) Energy resource extraction or energy production 
industries (excluding TVA; including biofuel, oil & gas, 
wind, coal, solar, geothermal, hydropower, nuclear 
industries) 

Dr. H.M. “Hash” Hashemian 
President and CEO /  

Adjunct Professor of Nuclear Engineering 
 

Analysis & Measurement Services 
Corporation / University of TN 

hash@ams-corp.com 
865.691.1756 

AMS Corporation 
9119 Cross Park Drive 

Knoxville, TN 37923-4505 

Term:  July 1, 2018 
through June 30, 2021 

(a)(2)(B) Commercial, Industrial, or Agricultural energy 
consumer 

Dale Barnett 
Executive Director 

Tennessee Poultry Association Dbarnett@tnpoultry.org 
931.225.1123 (office) 

931.434.8045 (mobile) 
Tennessee Poultry Association 

P.O Box 1525 
Shelbyville, TN 37162-1525 

www.tnpoultry.org 

Term:  July 1, 2018 
through June 30, 2021 

(a)(2)(C) Institution of Higher Education  Jasbir Singh Dhaliwal 
Executive V.P. for Research & Innovation 

Fogelman College, Dept. of Business 
Information & Technology 

University of Memphis 
 

jdhaliwl@memphis.edu  
901.283.9988 (office) 
8365 Pine Valley Lane 

Germantown, TN  38139 

Term:  July 1, 2018 
through June 30, 2021 

SPEAKER OF HOUSE     
(a)(3)(A) Energy R&D industry (e.g., ORNL)  A.L. Qualls 

Reactor Technology Integration Leader 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) Quallsal@ornl.gov  

865.574.0259 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory  

P.O. Box 2008 
Oak Ridge, TN 37831 

Term:  October 10, 2018 
through June 30, 2019 

(a)(3)(B) TVA Chair:      Joe Hoagland  
VP Enterprise Relations & Innovation 

Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA)  jjhoagland@tva.gov   
865.632.3574  

TVA Enterprise Relations & Innovation 
400 West Summit Hill Drive, WT 9D 

Knoxville, TN 37902 

Term:  July 18, 2017 
through June 30, 2019 
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(a)(3)(C) Local distribution utility Brian P. Solsbee, PE 
Executive Director 

TN Municipal Electric Power Association bsolsbee@tmepa.org 
615.373.5738 

TN Municipal Electric Power 
Association 

212 Overlook Circle, Suite 205 
Brentwood TN, 37027 

Term:  October 2, 2018 
through June 30, 2019 

(a)(3)(D) Transportation-related industry (e.g., 
wholesalers, transportation equipment mfgs, shipping 
companies, local transit authorities) 

Gregory Haye 
General Manager - Knoxville 

Local Motors ghaye@localmotors.com  
888.256.2028 
Local Motors 

2030 Valley Vista Road 
Knoxville, TN 37932 

Term:  October 24, 2018 
through June 30, 2019 

SPEAKER OF SENATE     
(a)(4)(A) Residential energy user Steve Southerland  

Senator 
 Sen.steve.southerland@capitol.tn.org 

615.741.3851 
10 Legislative Plaza 
Nashville, TN 37243 

Term:  June 15, 2017 
through June 30, 2020 

(a)(4)(B) Environmental group Stephen Smith  
Executive Director 

Southern Alliance for Clean Energy (SACE) sasmith@cleanenergy.org  
865.637.6055 
P.O. Box 1842 

Knoxville, TN  37901 

Term:  August 31, 2017 
through June 30, 2020 

  

(a)(4)(C) Industries that provide natural gas to consumers 
in state 

Michael Ellis 
Representative 

Tennessee Gas Association  mirejostga@gmail.com 
423.612-7502 

2833 W. Market Street 
Johnson City, TN  37604 

Term:  July 25, 2017 
through June 30, 2020 

(a)(4)(D) Energy efficiency and conservation as it relates 
to built environment 

John Kenny, PE 
Founder and Principal 

Facility Systems Consultants, LLC jkenny@FacilitySystems.org 
865.246.0164 

713 South Central Street, Suite 101 
Knoxville, TN 37902 

Term:  July 20, 2017 
through June 30, 2020  

STATE TREASURER*     
(a)(5) State Treasurer or Designee (Ex Officio) Ashley Fuqua (Designee) 

Manager of Legislative and Agency Affairs 
State Treasurer’s Office Ashley.Fuqua@tn.gov 

615.532.2369 
Nashville, TN 

 

ENERGY POLICY COUNCIL MEMBERS *     
(a)(6) Graduate student with expertise in energy issues Zachary Sims 

Energy Science & Engineering Fellow 
 

University of Tennessee zsims@vols.utk.edu  
865.241.6016 (office) 

423.588.0969 (mobile) 
UT Bredesen Center 

Knoxville, TN 

Term: Dec. 5, 2018 
through Dec. 5, 2020 

 

*Indicates non-voting members 
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As of Dec. 11, 2018

Meeting Date: Dec. 5, 2018
Expense Details

Coffee/Lunch Provided 146.00$          

Snacks/Beverages 15.00$            
(quantity for several meetings)

Travel & Mileage 905.25$          

TOTAL TO DATE 1,066.25$      

Note :  These are reimbursement requests that have been
submitted to date. They have not yet been processed and funds
have not yet been reimbursed.

State Energy Policy Council 
Reimbursement Requests



 

 

Clicking on the link takes viewer here: 
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TENNESSEE STATE ENERGY POLICY COUNCIL 

 
Date of Meeting: December 5, 2018 

 
Time: 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Central Time 

 
Place: Meeting Room 5C 
 Cordell Hull Building, 5th floor 
 425 Fifth Avenue North 
 Nashville, TN 37243 

 

Major Item(s) on Agenda 

 
I. Welcome and Introductions  

 
II. Perspectives on SEPC’s Purpose 

 
III. Members’ Perspectives 

 
IV. Lunch 

 
V. U.T. Baker Center’s Role 

 
VI. By-laws and Deliverables  

 
VII. Housekeeping Issues 

 
VIII. Action Items 
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