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1. Provide a brief introduction to the council, including information about its purpose, statutory 

duties, staff, and administrative attachment. 
 

Pursuant  to  Chapter  314  of  the  Public  Acts  of  1984,  codified  as  Tennessee  Code 
Annotated 49‐50‐901 through 49‐50‐912, the Tennessee Public Television Council (TPTC) 
was established. Its purpose and duties include: 
 

 Coordinating and facilitating cooperation between Tennessee’s public television 
stations; 

 Acting as  liaison between the stations, the Tennessee Department of Education 
(TDOE) and the legislative and executive branches of state government; 

 Submitting  annual  reports  of  services  provided  and  budgetary  requests  for 
appropriations through the Commissioner of Education to the Governor and the 
appropriate committees of the General Assembly; and 

 Helping to determine the capital improvement needs of public television stations 
in  Tennessee  and  recommending  capital  improvement  grants  to  appropriate 
government bodies. 

   
There is no staff. TPTC consists of the six (6) general managers of the Tennessee public 
television stations. 
 
Administrative  attachment:  The  State  Board  of  Education  is  the  authorized  agency 
through which TPTC works. 

 
2. Provide a list of current members of the council.  For each member please indicate who 

appointed the member, how the member’s presence on the council complies with Section 49-
50-905(b), Tennessee Code Annotated, and the member’s county of principal residence.  
Please indicate each member’s race and gender and which members, if any, are 60 years of 
age or older. 

 
The membership  of  TPTC  consists  of  one  representative,  appointed  by  the  licensee 
board,  from each of  the  six public  television  stations  in Tennessee eligible  to  receive 
grants from the state of Tennessee: 
 

 Vickie Lawson – East Tennessee PBS, Knoxville 
Knox County, White, female 

 Beth Curley – NPT, Nashville 
Davidson County, White, female 

 Becky Magura – WCTE, Cookeville 
Putnam County, White, female 

 Michael LaBonia – WKNO, Memphis 
Shelby County, White, male, over 60 



 Monica Cochran – WLJT, Martin 
Weakley County, White, female 

 Paul Grove – WTCI, Chattanooga 
Hamilton County, White, male 

 
3. How many times did the council meet in fiscal year 2012 and to date for 2013, and how 

many members were present at each meeting? 
 

TPTC had four (4) meetings in 2012: 
 

 March:  four members, eight station representatives/guests  – six stations 
represented 

 June:  six members, five station representatives/guests – six stations represented 

 September:  six members, five station representatives/guests – six stations 
represented 

 December:  six members, one station representatives/guests – six stations 
represented 

 
To date, TPTC has had two (2) meetings in 2013: 
 

 April:  six members, two station representatives/guests – six stations 
represented 

 May: four members, two station representatives/guests – five stations 
represented 

 
4. What per diem or travel reimbursement do members receive?  How much was paid to council 

members during fiscal year 2012 and to date for 2013? 
 

There is no per diem or travel reimbursement. 
 

5. What were the council’s revenues (by source) and expenditures (by object) for fiscal year 
2012 and to date for 2013?  Does the council carry a fund balance and, if so, what is the total 
of that fund balance?  If expenditures exceeded revenues, and the council does not carry a 
fund balance, what was the source of the revenue for the excess expenditures? 

 
FY 2012 Revenue: 

 $0 
 

FY 2012 Expenses: 
 

 $24,000.00 – Legislative Consultant – Fees 

 $300.00 – Bookkeeping/Tax Services 
 
    FY 2013 Revenue: 
 

 $109,779.82 – Dues and Fees from Member Stations 

 $260,500.00 – Grant from TN Legislature for Statewide Broadcast 



 
    FY 2013 Expenses: 
 

 $96,000.00 – Legislative Consultant – Fees  

 $900.00 – Bookkeeping/Tax Services 

 $3,299.98 – Statewide Productions 

 $260,498.00 – Grants to Stations for TN Legislature Broadcast 

 $40.00 – Secretary of State – Annual Report 

 $45.56 – Catering  

 $45.86 – Office Expenses 
 

The council carries a minimal balance to be used for upcoming projects and expenses. The 
current balance is $42,803.62. Expenditures do not exceed the fund balance as the council 
operates within its available funds.  

 
6. Is the council subject to Sunshine law requirements (Section 8-44-101 et seq.) for public 

notice of meetings, prompt and full recording of minutes, and public access to minutes?  If 
so, what procedures does the council have for informing the public of its meetings and 
making its minutes available to the public? 

 
TPTC  recommendations  are  approved  by  the  council’s  member  stations  in  their 
communities by their management and Board of Directors.  
 
The TPTC, as a corporation organized under the General Corporation Act of the State of 
Tennessee  to  coordinate  and  facilitate  cooperation  between  Tennessee  Public 
Television stations, not as a governmental agency, is not subject to the Sunshine Law.  

 
7. How does the council ensure that its members and staff are operating in an impartial manner 

and that there are no conflicts of interest?  If the council operates under a formal conflict of 
interest policy, please attach a copy of that policy. 

 
Article II, Section 3 of the Bylaws of the Tennessee Public Television Council states: Any 
station failing to participate actively in the work of the council or attempting to subvert 
its  joint  corporate  activity may  be  expelled  from  the  council  by majority  vote  of  its 
members and may not participate in deliberations concerning the funding formula to be 
proposed by  the council  in  the next year. Such expulsion  shall be  for a period of one 
year, but may be renewed  in the event such station  fails to evidence cooperative and 
supportive activity. 

 
8. Can the council promulgate rules?  If not, is rule-making authority needed?  If rules have 

been promulgated, please cite the reference. 
 
The TPTC does not promulgate rules. 

 
9. Describe the nature and extent of the council’s activities and any major accomplishments of 

the past two years.  Specifically, include a discussion of the council’s activities to carry out 
the responsibilities outlined in Section 49-50-905(d).  

 



TPTC activities include: 
 

 Promote and facilitate cooperation among Tennessee’s public television stations 
in providing high quality television programming across the state to highlight and 
help deliver lifelong learning opportunities and experiences. 

 Facilitate  the  sharing of  local programming  to promote  a  sense of  community 
and to celebrate our unique cultural and civic lives. 

 Produce  and  deliver  important  informational  programming  to  the  entire  state 
such as the State of the State Address,  legislative coverage, TSSAA High School 
Sports’  championship  games,  significant  debates  and  political  discussions  and 
town hall meetings, along with music and cultural programs. 

 Provide assistance with digital educational activities so the general public will be 
aware of, and ready to operate effectively with 21st Century technology 

 Part  of  a  network  interconnecting  each  of  the  stations  for  improved  program 
sharing,  delivering  live  programming  and  disseminating  statewide  emergency 
alerts and information. 

 Promoting  and  assisting with  the  important  off‐camera,  educational  programs 
each  station provides  in  its  community.  These programs  and  activities  include 
literacy,  math,  technology,  health  and  well‐being,  GED,  socialization  and 
emotional  health.  Several  of  the  stations  are working with  diverse  immigrant 
populations and all of the stations have partnered with civic and governmental 
organizations to serve at risk children and populations. 

 
Major accomplishments of TPTC include: 

 One of the first tier states to roll out the Digital Emergency Alert System (DEAS) 
and a member of the national Homeland Security Coalition. 

 Developing  and  designing  Customized  Learning  Objects  (CLOs)  with  the 
Tennessee Department of Education to provide online  learning modules. These 
CLOs  are  to  prepare  the  state’s  students,  teachers  and  communities  as  we 
transition  to  the  Common  Core  State  Standards,  by  providing  interactive 
information. 

 
 

10. What reports does the council prepare on its operations, activities, and accomplishments, and 
who receives these reports? 

 
TPTC currently prepares the following reports: 
 

 General reports of TPTC activities are submitted by individual member stations in 
compliance with state grant contracts. 

 Specific  reports  are  prepared  as  requested  by  members  of  the  legislature, 
executive branch and other state agencies. 

 
11. Please describe the council’s process for determining and making requests for state 

appropriations for the public television stations.  Include a discussion of the factors included 
in the funding formula developed by the council and a breakdown of fiscal year 2012 and to 
date for 2013 appropriations by station. 



 
TPTC submits  its annual budget request through the State Department of Education to 
the Governor and the appropriate committees of the General Assembly. 
 

Pursuant  to  the  law  that created  it, TPTC established,  initially, a  funding  formula  that 
equally divided the annual  legislative appropriation between six  (6)  licensees.  In 1990, 
the  council  amended  its  formula  to  support  the  addition  of  a  satellite  television 
transmitter  in  the  Knoxville  area. Under  the  amended  formula,  the  six  (6)  television 
stations  each  receive  15.46  percent  of  the  appropriation.  The  satellite  transmitter 
(WETP, Sneedville) receives 7.25 percent of the appropriation. 
 

The appropriation breakdown for the Tennessee public television stations for fiscal year 
2012 and 2013 is: 
 
        FY 2012    FY 2013 

 ETPBS      $508,085    $469,439 

 NPT      $508,085    $469,439 

 WCTE      $508,085    $469,439 

 WETP      $238,290    $220,166 

 WKNO     $508,085    $469,439 

 WLJT      $508,085    $469,439 

 WTCI      $508,085    $469,439 
 

12. Describe any items related to the council that require legislative attention and your proposed 
legislative changes. 

 
One  item which  requires  legislative  attention  is  funding  Tennessee’s public  television 
stations at the recommended one dollar per capita level. The intent of the legislature in 
1984 was to provide annual operating support equal to one dollar per citizen. This level 
of  support  has  never  been  attained.  During  the  1980’s,  with  a  population  of 
approximately 4.6 million, per capita funding for public television was approximately 70 
cents.  Today,  with  an  estimated  population  of  6,346,113  (2010  Census),  per  capita 
funding has decreased to approximately 47 cents. 

 
13. Should the council be continued?  To what extent and in what ways would the absence of the 

council affect the public health, safety, or welfare? 
 

The continuation of the TPTC is important and necessary. While each station serves the 
needs  and  interests  of  its  local  communities,  TPTC  also  serves  as  the  coordinating 
agency for Tennessee’s public television stations. 
 
TPTC serves as  the  liaison between  the stations and  the  legislature by communicating 
the  needs  and  ideas  of  the  stations  and  keeping  the  legislature  updated  on  federal 
mandates,  changes  in  broadcast  regulations  and  other  important  industry 
developments. TPTC provides the stations with important legislative news and needs. 
 



State funding is crucial to the continuation of Tennessee’s public television stations. The 
original  legislation  intended  that  the  state would  be  a  financial  partner  in  providing 
public television services to the citizens of Tennessee. 
 
State financial support is directly related to the amount of federal support each station 
receives. If TPTC and state funding were eliminated, at least three of Tennessee’s public 
television stations would no longer qualify for federal funding and the resulting revenue 
loss would  require  those  stations  to  cease  operations. At  least  one  half  of  the  state 
would lose access to public television.  
 
These  communities would  lose  instructional,  cultural  and public  affairs programming. 
They would also  lose their  local television voice and service along with the exceptional 
off‐camera educational outreach programs that reach  literally tens of thousands of at‐
risk  children  and  families.  These  programs  assist  schools, Head  Start  and  Early Head 
Start, Boys and Girls Clubs and other organizations, contributing to the effort to increase 
Tennessee’s graduation rates and promote lifelong learning. 
 
Tennessee citizens would also lose public affairs programs such as Tennessee legislative 
coverage, the State of the State address and various political series and specials. They 
would no longer enjoy cultural programs such as Tennessee Crossroads, West Tennessee 
Journal, Tennessee Wildside, Southern Accents and a variety of specials  that have also 
aired  nationally,  highlighting  Tennessee’s  unique  culture  and  tourism  across  the 
country. 

 
14. Please list all council programs or activities that receive federal financial assistance and, 

therefore are required to comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  Include the 
amount of federal funding received by program/activity.   

 
If the council does receive federal assistance, please answer questions 16 through 23.  If the 
council does not receive federal assistance, proceed directly to question 22.  
 
The TPTC does not receive federal assistance. 
 
15. Does your council prepare a Title VI plan?  If yes, please provide a copy of the most recent 

plan.  
 
16. Does your council have a Title VI coordinator?  If yes, please provide the Title VI 

coordinator’s name and phone number and a brief description of his/her duties.  If not, 
provide the name and phone number of the person responsible for dealing with Title VI 
issues. 

 
17. To which state or federal agency (if any) does your council report concerning Title VI?  

Please describe the information your council submits to the state or federal government 
and/or provide a copy of the most recent report submitted.  

 
18. Describe your council’s actions to ensure that council staff and clients/program participants 

understand the requirements of Title VI. 
 



19. Describe your council’s actions to ensure it is meeting Title VI requirements.  Specifically, 
describe any council monitoring or tracking activities related to Title VI, and how frequently 
these activities occur. 

 
20. Please describe the council’s procedures for handling Title VI complaints.  Has your council 

received any Title VI-related complaints during the past two years?  If yes, please describe 
each complaint, how each complaint was investigated, and how each complaint was resolved 
(or, if not yet resolved, the complaint’s current status). 

 
21. Please provide a breakdown of current council staff by title, ethnicity, and gender. 
 
22. Please list all council contracts, detailing each contractor, the services provided, the amount 

of the contract, and the ethnicity of the contractor/business owner. 
 
 McMahan/Winstead 

State legislative/education consultation and representation 
$96,000 annually 
David McMahan – white male 
Beth Winstead – white female 


