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Committee MembersCommittee Members
 Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 

3-7-101
• (6) Senators
• (9) Representatives
• (1) Speaker of the Senate, Ex Officio 
• (1) Speaker of the House, Ex Officio
• (1) Chair of the Senate, Finance, Ways, Means 

Committee, Ex Officio
• (1) Chair of the House, Finance, Ways, Means 

Committee, Ex Officio
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Purpose of Fiscal Review CommitteePurpose of Fiscal Review Committee

 Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 
3-7-103
• Impart knowledge of fiscal affairs of the state 

to the members of the General Assembly 
• Prepare and distribute the fiscal note 

statements 

 Review certain noncompetitive contracts
 Estimate annual tax and lottery revenues 

for State Funding Board
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What is a fiscal note?What is a fiscal note?

 An estimate of the fiscal impact An estimate of the fiscal impact 
of a pending billof a pending bill

 Considers cost and revenue Considers cost and revenue 
impacts on state and local impacts on state and local 
governmentsgovernments
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Why do we prepare fiscal Why do we prepare fiscal 
notes?notes?

 Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 3Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 3--22--
107, requires it:  107, requires it:  
•• Fiscal notes shall be provided for all general Fiscal notes shall be provided for all general 

bills or resolutions increasing or decreasing bills or resolutions increasing or decreasing 
state or local revenues, making sumstate or local revenues, making sum--sufficient sufficient 
appropriations, or increasing or decreasing appropriations, or increasing or decreasing 
existing appropriations or the fiscal liability of existing appropriations or the fiscal liability of 
the state or of the local governments of the the state or of the local governments of the 
state.state.

 Fiscal notes tell the General Assembly how Fiscal notes tell the General Assembly how 
much a bill will cost and how much much a bill will cost and how much 
revenue it will generate.revenue it will generate.
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 Fiscal notes also help the General Fiscal notes also help the General 
Assembly and the Governor meet two Assembly and the Governor meet two 
constitutional requirements:constitutional requirements:

(1) Balanced budget(1) Balanced budget

–– General appropriations billGeneral appropriations bill

(2) Providing estimated first(2) Providing estimated first--yearyear’’s      s      
funding of new legislationfunding of new legislation

–– Cumulative fiscal noteCumulative fiscal note
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How does the process work?How does the process work?
 Bill introducedBill introduced
 Assigned to departments / agenciesAssigned to departments / agencies
 Support form receivedSupport form received
 Analyst reviews support form and Analyst reviews support form and 

analyzes impactanalyzes impact
 Draft fiscal note preparedDraft fiscal note prepared
 Internal reviewInternal review
 Fiscal Note issued and eFiscal Note issued and e--mailed to the mailed to the 

sponsorssponsors
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LetLet’’s Get Technicals Get Technical

 Terminology Terminology –– What is the meaning What is the meaning 
of:of:
•• Fiscal NoteFiscal Note
•• Corrected Fiscal NoteCorrected Fiscal Note
•• Fiscal MemoFiscal Memo
•• Corrected Fiscal MemoCorrected Fiscal Memo
•• ““RevisedRevised”” Fiscal NoteFiscal Note
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Fiscal Note:

A document that details the fiscal 
impact of a particular piece of 
legislation. 

A fiscal note is issued for each 
general bill and most resolutions.

Bill 
Number
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LetLet’’s Get Technicals Get Technical

 Terminology Terminology –– What is the meaning What is the meaning 
of:of:
•• Corrected Fiscal Note: A corrected fiscal Corrected Fiscal Note: A corrected fiscal 

note is issued for a piece of legislation note is issued for a piece of legislation 
when it has been discovered that the when it has been discovered that the 
original fiscal note contained erroneous original fiscal note contained erroneous 
information.information.
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LetLet’’s Get Technicals Get Technical

 Terminology Terminology –– What is the meaning What is the meaning 
of:of:
•• Fiscal Memo: A fiscal memo is the Fiscal Memo: A fiscal memo is the 

document that details the fiscal impact document that details the fiscal impact 
of a particular amendment or of a particular amendment or 
amendments. The draft code(s) of the amendments. The draft code(s) of the 
affected amendment(s) will be listed on affected amendment(s) will be listed on 
the memo.the memo.
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Amendment
Draft Number
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LetLet’’s Get Technicals Get Technical

 Terminology Terminology –– What is the meaning What is the meaning 
of:of:
•• Corrected Fiscal Memo: A corrected Corrected Fiscal Memo: A corrected 

fiscal memo is issued when it has been fiscal memo is issued when it has been 
discovered that the original fiscal memo discovered that the original fiscal memo 
contained erroneous information.contained erroneous information.
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Volume of Fiscal Volume of Fiscal 
Notes and MemosNotes and Memos
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2012 Session2012 Session

Fiscal Fiscal 
Notes Notes 

WrittenWritten

17971797

Memos Memos 
WrittenWritten

946946
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Your interaction with FRCYour interaction with FRC
 Your member asks you if a fiscal note is Your member asks you if a fiscal note is 

completed on his or her completed on his or her original billoriginal bill (this is (this is 
different from an amendment to the bill) different from an amendment to the bill) 

 Open bill tracking on the computer. Search Open bill tracking on the computer. Search 
for the requested bill.  Open for the requested bill.  Open ““Fiscal Fiscal 
SummarySummary”” Box.  Inside that box there is a Box.  Inside that box there is a 
heading that says, heading that says, ““Fiscal Note.Fiscal Note.”” If there is If there is 
a link under that heading, it means the a link under that heading, it means the 
fiscal note has been completed. fiscal note has been completed. 
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AmendmentsAmendments

A number of bills will be amended. Fiscal A number of bills will be amended. Fiscal 
Review will be asked to write a fiscal Review will be asked to write a fiscal 
memorandum on the amendment. This memorandum on the amendment. This 
memorandum will be ememorandum will be e--mailed to the Chief mailed to the Chief 
Clerks, sponsors of the bill and the Clerks, sponsors of the bill and the 
committee(s) in which the bill is scheduled to committee(s) in which the bill is scheduled to 
appear. appear. 

For those of you who work for a committee, For those of you who work for a committee, 
especially one of the finance committees, especially one of the finance committees, 
your office will receive a large number of your office will receive a large number of 
these memoranda.  When they receive them these memoranda.  When they receive them 
by  eby  e--mail, they may print them off and have mail, they may print them off and have 
you file them. These memoranda are you file them. These memoranda are 
extremely important. If you are requested to extremely important. If you are requested to 
file these, please do so.file these, please do so.
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 A member asks you to bring an amendment to Fiscal A member asks you to bring an amendment to Fiscal 
Review.Review. The amendment should be an amendment that The amendment should be an amendment that 
has been drafted by legal services and has a bar has been drafted by legal services and has a bar 
code/draft code at the bottom.code/draft code at the bottom. You will need to fill out a You will need to fill out a 
““Fiscal Review Memo Request Form.Fiscal Review Memo Request Form.”” That form will be That form will be 
available in our office and will also be available on the available in our office and will also be available on the ““GG””
drive of your computer. drive of your computer. 

 To access this form on your computer, right click on the To access this form on your computer, right click on the 
““start button.start button.”” Open Open ““explore.explore.”” Click on the Click on the ““GG”” drive. Find drive. Find 
the folder the folder ““FRC Fiscal Memos.FRC Fiscal Memos.”” Open this folder. You will see Open this folder. You will see 
a document titled a document titled ““Fiscal Review Memo Request Form.Fiscal Review Memo Request Form.”” This This 
is the form you will need to fill out to accompany the is the form you will need to fill out to accompany the 
amendment. amendment. 

 You should either handYou should either hand--deliver, email, or fax the request to deliver, email, or fax the request to 
our office. When you get to our office, give it to Arlene or our office. When you get to our office, give it to Arlene or 
the analyst who wrote the fiscal note on the original bill. the analyst who wrote the fiscal note on the original bill. 

 Do not leave an amendment on the front desk without Do not leave an amendment on the front desk without 
any information or without talking to anyone.  The any information or without talking to anyone.  The 
amendment will be discarded.  amendment will be discarded.  If you email or fax the If you email or fax the 
amendment to us, please call to confirm that we have amendment to us, please call to confirm that we have 
received it.  You may directly fax the Memo Request Form received it.  You may directly fax the Memo Request Form 
and Amendment to Arlene at 532and Amendment to Arlene at 532--7393 or email the Memo 7393 or email the Memo 
Request Form and Amendment to Arlene at Request Form and Amendment to Arlene at 
arlene.mobley@capitol.tn.govarlene.mobley@capitol.tn.gov..
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FISCAL REVIEW 
 

MEMO REQUEST FORM 
 
 

Date______________ 
 
 
PRINTED Bill Number______________________ 
 
 
Draft Code Number _________________________ 
 
 
Sponsor(s) of legislation________________________ 
 
 
Member(s) requesting if different from sponsor______________________ 
 
 
Committee Name________________________________ 
 
 
Date and Time of Committee for amendment_________________________ 
 
 
*Memo will be prepared as soon as possible once information is received from 
the department in question and data is analyzed 
 
 
FISCAL REVIEW COMMITTEE 
 



Fiscal Review Committee StaffFiscal Review Committee Staff 2525

How do you get a copy of a completed fiscal memo?  How do you get a copy of a completed fiscal memo?  

 The memos affecting a memberThe memos affecting a member’’s original bill will be es original bill will be e--mailed to mailed to 
the member and the memberthe member and the member’’s assistant upon completion. The s assistant upon completion. The 
memo is also ememo is also e--mailed to the Office of the Chief Clerk in each mailed to the Office of the Chief Clerk in each 
chamber and to the appropriate committee or subcommittee. chamber and to the appropriate committee or subcommittee. 

 You may obtain a copy of any fiscal memo from the You may obtain a copy of any fiscal memo from the ““GG”” drive on drive on 
your computer.  Find the folder your computer.  Find the folder ““FRC Fiscal Memos.FRC Fiscal Memos.”” Open this Open this 
folder and then open the folder for the correct year. If the folder and then open the folder for the correct year. If the 
memo has been completed, it will be listed by the memo has been completed, it will be listed by the printed bill printed bill 
numbernumber. The number in parentheses will be the draft code of . The number in parentheses will be the draft code of 
the amendment. The draft code on the memo must match the the amendment. The draft code on the memo must match the 
draft code on the amendment to be valid. The amendment draft draft code on the amendment to be valid. The amendment draft 
code will be found in the lower rightcode will be found in the lower right--hand corner of the hand corner of the 
amendment. We only use the first six numbers.  [Example: HB amendment. We only use the first six numbers.  [Example: HB 
0121 (006470)].0121 (006470)].

 Once an amendment has been adopted by a full Committee and Once an amendment has been adopted by a full Committee and 
appears on bill tracking, the fiscal memo for that amendmentappears on bill tracking, the fiscal memo for that amendment
will also be on bill tracking and on the General Assemblywill also be on bill tracking and on the General Assembly’’s Web s Web 
site.site.
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 If you have an urgent need to If you have an urgent need to 
locate a fiscal note for an original locate a fiscal note for an original 
bill orbill or

 A fiscal memorandum for an A fiscal memorandum for an 
amendment:amendment:
•• Call us or come by our office and Call us or come by our office and 

Arlene will give you a copy of the Arlene will give you a copy of the 
note.  If she is unavailable, anyone note.  If she is unavailable, anyone 
can help you. Just ask.can help you. Just ask.
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Where are we and how do you Where are we and how do you 
contact us?contact us?

 Fiscal Review Committee
 8th Floor, Rachel Jackson Building

 320 6th Avenue N
 Nashville, TN 37243-0057

 (615) 741-2564

 We are on the corner of 6We are on the corner of 6thth and and DeaderickDeaderick (at the (at the 
33--way stop across from TPAC and Legislative way stop across from TPAC and Legislative 
Plaza) on the 8Plaza) on the 8thth floor of the Rachel Jackson Bldg. floor of the Rachel Jackson Bldg. 

 Be sure and bring your State ID to enter the Be sure and bring your State ID to enter the 
building.building.
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Contact PersonContact Person

Arlene MobleyArlene Mobley

Phone:       741Phone:       741--25642564
Fax:Fax: 253253--01750175

EE--mail: mail: 
arlene.mobleyarlene.mobley@@capitol.tn.govcapitol.tn.gov
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For additional information or a For additional information or a 
copy of this presentation, please copy of this presentation, please 
visit the Fiscal Review Committee visit the Fiscal Review Committee 
Web site:Web site:

http://http://www.legislature.state.tn.uswww.legislature.state.tn.us//
joint/Staff/FRjoint/Staff/FR



Questions?Questions?
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 Fiscal Review Committee Fiscal Review Committee 
•• Lucian Lucian GeiseGeise, Executive Director, Executive Director


